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Cows are milked Cows are milked 
twice a daytwice a day

Milk is storedMilk is stored
below 4.5°Cbelow 4.5°C

Transported to theTransported to the
dairy in a milk tankerdairy in a milk tanker

Sample of milk is Sample of milk is 
taken for testingtaken for testing

Milk is pumped intoMilk is pumped into
storage silosstorage silos

SeparatorSeparator
milk is spun 4,000milk is spun 4,000
times per minutetimes per minute

to separate the milkto separate the milk
from the creamfrom the cream

Cream is addedCream is added
back in for differentback in for different

types of milktypes of milk

HomogenisedHomogenised
mixes the creammixes the cream
through the milkthrough the milk

PasteurisedPasteurised
milk is heated to 72°Cmilk is heated to 72°C

for 15 secs to killfor 15 secs to kill
harmful bacteriaharmful bacteria

Milk is cooledMilk is cooled
FillerFiller

40,000 litres of40,000 litres of
milk an hourmilk an hour

Chilled until it isChilled until it is
ready to beready to be
transported transported 
to the shopsto the shops
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1. Reduce the usage of fossil fuels and invest in renewable energy 

sources
2. Prevent global temperatures from warming by more than 1.5°C
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Time Periods and Factors

Time Period Details

1170 -1500 Medieval

1500 – 1750 Renaissance

1750 –1900 Industrial

1900 + Modern

Factor

War and violence

Religion

Chance

Government

Communication

Economic

The role of the individual 

in encouraging 

or inhibiting change.

New Ideas (about equality 

& representation)
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American Revolution

1765-1783

America gains 
independence from Britain

French Revolution

1788-89

France becomes a Republic 
and executes its King, Louis 
XVI

Russian Revolution

1917

Lenin takes over Russia and 
executes the Tsar; Russia 
becomes Communist. 

Chinese Revolution

1949-1976

Mao Zedong takes over 
China & turns the country 
Communist.

Yellow Revolution

1986

A bloodless revolution 
using people power to 
remove the dictator Marcos

Cold War & The fall of The Berlin Wall

1945-1989

Russia and USA enter a non-
combat conflict.  The Berlin Wall 
falls in 1989

1. Year 8 History: Revolutions 
Unit Overview

6

Year 8 History

Revolutions 

A forcible overthrow of a government or social order, 

in favour of a new system.

5



3. Year 8 History: Revolutions
 Events of the American Revolution 

8

Battles of 
Lexington & 

Concord: 1775

• At Lexington the British 

tried to capture the 
American rebels.

• At Concord the British 
searched for American 

weapons and they 

fought back.

• This gave the 

Americans the courage 

to unit and fight.

Declaration of 
Independence: 

1776

• The Americans declare 

their freedom from 
Britain.

• It was sent to the 
Newspapers and 

government.

• Signed on 4th July –

now American 

Independence Day

Battle of 
Yorktown: 1781

• George Washington 

leads the Americans at 
Yorktown.

• British army of 8,000 
outnumbered by the 

American and French 

army of 18,000.

• British surrender

Treaty of Paris: 
1783

• Britain accepted two key 

points:

a) Britain recognised the 

independence of the 
13 colonies

b) The US would be 
allowed to expand 

westwards – into 

Native American 

territory.

2. Year 8 History: Revolutions 
Causes of the American Revolution 

Trade

Britain forced Americans 
to buy British products

Resentment - cheaper 
products could be purchased 
elsewhere

Boston Massacre

Anger – Anti-British 
feelings grew

1770- American threw snowballs 
at English soldiers – they army 
opened fire on them.

7 Years War

Britain and France fought 
over land in America 

Anger - Increased taxes 
to pay for the 7 Years’ 

War

Boston Tea Party

7

1773: Americans dumped 
crates of tea into the Harbour

Anger over high taxes with no 
representation.

Intolerable 
Acts

Britain passed Acts in Parliament to 
intimidate the Americans

Hatred increased towards British 
rule over restrictions 

Land Agreements
The British made agreements 
with the Native Americans over 
land.

Frustration and anger as agreements were 
made without asking the American people

Why did the Americans revolt?



5. Year 8 History: Revolutions

The Estates System- How French society was structured

1st Estate
130,000

2nd Estate- 400,000

3rd Estate- 25 million (20 million were peasants

Clergymen (Church)

Nobles

Everyone else (teachers, lawyers, merchants and peasants) 
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What were the 
consequences of 

the American 
Revolution?

American Constitution
America declared itself 
independent and set up 

the systems of 
government it still uses 

today.

American became 
stronger

American developed into 
the strongest nation in 
the world – many say it 

still is today

Slavery continued in 
America

Despite the Constitution 
saying all men were 

created equal – 
Americans still kept 

slavery in place.  This 
eventually led to the 
American Civil War.

French Revolution
The French were 

inspired to revolt against 
Louis XVI and his terrible 

rule after seeing the 
success of the 

Americans.

India:
Because Britain had lost 
America – it turned its 
attention to India and 

exploiting its resources 
and people.  It became 

very important in 
Victorian England.

Australia & New Zealand
Britain needed a new colony to 
send its convicts – exploration 

led to the discovery and 
colonisation of Australia and 

New Zealand for this purpose.

4. Year 8 History: Revolutions
Consequences of the American 
Revolution 

9



7. Year 8 History: Revolutions

The French Revolution: Consequences 

12

The French 
Revolution

Short term 
consequences

Louis XVI was guillotined after being 
found guilty of high treason in 1793. 
Marie Antoinette was also executed.

Long term 
consequences

April 1792: War broke out with 
Austria and other countries (Spain, 
Britain and Prussia) were all angry 
that France had removed their King.

1793-1794: The Terror occurred 
when Robespierre came to power. 
By the end of the terror nearly 
17,000 people had been killed.

1795: Napoleon helped suppress a 
royalist insurrection against the 
revolutionary government in Paris 
and was promoted to major general.

6. Year 8 History: Revolutions

The French Revolution: Causes & Events

11

The French 
Revolution

Causes

1765-1783: American revolution France had helped 
America it its war against Britain.
This had cost the French a lot of money and spread ideas 
that people should have more freedom.

1788-89: Famine  Led to shortage of food and high 
prices.

August 1788: Calling of the Estates General The country was 
bankrupt and no other country would lend it money.
The King decides to call the Estates General which means people 
from each Estate will get to have a say in what to do to help the 
country.
May to June 1789: Meeting of the Estates General The Estates 
General meet but King Louis does not want to make big changes 
that would have helped the Third Estate.
The members of the Third Estate leave the meeting and create their 
own government which they called the National Assembly.

Events
14th July 1789: Storming of the Bastille Food prices were rising 
because of the bad harvest, the peasants were angry.
A crowd of 8000 people broke into a weapons storage building and 
marched to the Bastille (a prison containing gunpowder).
Peasants and workers around the country attacked the rich and 
powerful.

26th August 1789: Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen
The National Assembly are joined by the nobles.
They get rid of the Estates System making people equal.
The Declaration of rights of Man and Citizen was created which was 
a document that gave ALL men equal rights and freedoms.
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9. Year 8 History: Revolutions

Russian Revolution: Society in Russia

• Nicholas II was part of the Romanov dynasty and believed that the Tsar 
had absolute power. 

• His wife Alexandra was a German born princess who married Nicholas 
when she was 22 years old. 

• They had 4 daughters and 1 son, Alexei who was the heir apparent. Alexei 
had a very rare blood disease that meant that his blood did not clot when 
he was cut.

Tsar

• Made up 1.5 % of the population but owned nearly a quarter of the land. 
• They enjoyed things like ballet and opera. 
• They were favoured by the Tsar and prospered under his rule. 
• Some even had multiply homes in the countryside and major cities like Moscow and 

St Petersburg.

Nobility

• The middle class in Russia was a small (0.5% of the population) group mainly made 
up of merchants, bankers and industrialists (factory owners.

• They made a lot of money under the Tsar as he gave them government contracts.
• Teachers, lawyers and doctors were part of the professional class became more 

involved in local government; they did not like that the Tsar did not listen to his 
people.

Middle Class

• Poor quality of life.
• See KB p.14 for more details.Workers and Peasants

8. Year 8 History: Revolutions

The French Revolution: keywords and key 

individuals

Keyword Definition

Absolute 

monarch

A ruler who believes they have all the power

Third Estate Group in society who had no power but had 

to pay three taxes (Gabelle, Taille and Tithe)

Estates General Representatives from each Estate attend a 

meeting to discuss problems in the country.

National 

Assembly

New government setup by the Third Estate.

Key Individuals Details

Louis XVI King of France from 1774-93.

He was an absolute monarch and was criticised 

for his decisions as a ruler.

Marie Antoinette Married to Louis XVI, she was an Austrian 

Princess who spent too much on gambling and 

building her palace, Petit Trinon. Famous for 

telling the people of France to 'let them eat cake' 

when there was no bread to eat.

Robespierre Encouraged the execution, mostly by guillotine, of 

more than 17,000 enemies of the Revolution

13



March 
Revolution

Causes

15th of 
September 1915 
- Tsar joins the 

warfront

-The Tsar decided he wanted to take control of the army. 
-He left his wife, Tsarina Alexandra, in charge of the country. The 
Tsarina refused to work with the Duma (parliament).  
-They were replaced them with Rasputin’s friends. 
-They were unable to organise food, fuel and other supplies for the 
cities and trainloads of food was often left to rot on the tracks.
 Prices for supplies rose. 

1905 Revolution
-400,000 workers and peasants marched to the Winter Palace (where 
the Tsar lived) and tried to discuss their problems with him. 
-The Tsar ordered the army to kill the protestors. 
-Accounts estimate 100s-1000s of people were killed.

Russia enter 
WW1

-When war broke out, there was much support for the Tsar. 
-By the end of 1914 1 million Russian soldiers were dead. 
-By March 1917 8 million Russian soldiers had died.

Events
12th March 1917 
- Soldiers refuse 

the Tsar

-When the Tsar ordered the soldiers to use force to put down the 
demonstrations on the 12th March they refused to fire on the crowds 
in Petrograd. 
-Instead the soldiers joined the workers and showed their support by 
tying red ribbons to the weapons and shot their officers. 
-They marched with the strikers, women and other workers to 
demand the Tsar’s abdication.

7 March 1917 - 
Workers strike

-40,000 workers went on strike for higher wages. 
-In the days that followed thousands of workers, men and women 
joined the protestors demanding food, fuel, better conditions and a 
new government

11. Year 8 History: Revolutions

Russian Revolution: March 1917 overview

16

15

Their main food was 
grain.  
Their lives were 
dependent on the 
weather due  to harvest.  
In 1891 400,000 people 
died due to crop failure 
and cholera which hit 
the countryside. 

Peasants made 
up 84% of the 
population with 
4 out of every 5 
people being a 
peasant. 

Socio-Economic 
causes of the 
March 1917 
Revolution

Peasants Workers Soldiers

10. Year 8 History: Revolutions

Russian Revolution: Causes of the March 1917 Revolution

Workers made up 4% of 
the population, but this 
was growing as young 
male peasants left the 
countryside to become 
workers in the new 
industrial factories being 
built in the cities. 

Wages were low and 
working conditions were 
very bad leading to 
many work-related 
deaths and accidents.
Living conditions were 
not any better with 
sometimes 30 workers 
living in one dormitory 
or small rooms housing 
several families.

The majority of the 
officers (leaders) 
within the army 
were from the noble 
backgrounds . 
They served the 
Tsar and put down 
uprisings for him. 

Most soldiers were 
ex-peasants so this 
caused tension 
within the army 
when they were 
asked to put down 
peasant uprisings as 
the soldiers felt they 
were attacking their 
own people. 



November Revolution

Causes

-After the March Revolution a 
committee  appointed a Provisional 
Government to govern the Russia.
-They had a rival in the Petrograd 
Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ 
Deputies.

March 14:
The Soviet issued its Order No. 1, 
which directed the military to obey 
only the orders of the Soviet and not 
those of the Provisional 
Government.

By autumn the Bolsheviks led by 
Lenin won the support of the hungry 
urban workers and the soldiers, who 
were already deserting from the 
ranks in large numbers

Events
November 6–7:
The Bolsheviks led a nearly bloodless 
coup, occupying government buildings, 
telegraph stations, and other strategic 
points.

13. Year 8 History: Revolutions

Russian Revolution: Causes and Events the November 1917 
Revolution
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ConsequencesShort 
Term

Long 
Term

Failure of the Provisional 
Government and the 

Storming of the Winter 
Palace (8th Nov)

Bolsheviks take control 
of Russia by November 
1917. Russia remained 

Communist until the 
1990s.

Tsar abdicates on the 
15th March 1917

Provisional Government 
put in place but had to 
share power with the 

Petrograd Soviet.

Continued fighting 
in WW1

12. Year 8 History: Revolutions

Russian Revolution: Consequences of the March 1917 Revolution 

Russia never had a 
monarchy again.

17



15. Year 8 History: Revolutions
The Chinese Revolution: Overview

20

Movement to the countryside, economy 
suffers, teachers and intellectuals 
attacked.

Chinese 
Revolution

Causes

1937-1945
Japan invades China. 
The communists and nationalists agree to suspend the 
Civil war so they can fight the Japanese.

1949
The Communists win the civil war and Mao Zedong 
becomes leader of the People’s Republic of China

1949
The Nationalists flee to Taiwan and set up a 
government. 
The US offers support in an effort to fight the spread of 
Communism.

Events 1958: Great Leap Forward
Farming reforms by Mao lead to the death of millions.

1966-76: Cultural Revolution
Mao’s campaign to make China communist and get rid 
off all opposition. 

Short term

After Mao’s death Deng Xiaoping comes to 
power. 
He starts to modernise the Chinese 
economy.

Consequences

Long term

ConsequencesShort 
Term

Long 
Term

Lenin died in 1924 and 
Stalin took over who 
industrialised Russia 

using the 5 Year Plans.

Russia lost ​34% of its 
population, 32% of 
farmland, 54% of 
factories, 89% of coal 
mines due to the 
Treaty of Brest Litovsk

The Royal family was 
murdered at 

Ekaterinburg in 1918.

Russia ended their 
involvement in WW1

A civil war broke out 
between the Reds 

(Bolsheviks) and the Whites 
(anyone who disagreed with 

the Bolsheviks)

14. Year 8 History: Revolutions

Russian Revolution: Consequences of the November 1917 Revolution 

All land was taken away from the 
rich​​. 
Money in rich people's bank 
accounts was taken away by the 
state​. 
Businesses were nationalised.

Peasants who had extra 
grain were forced to hand 
it over to the government.
This led to Collectivisation 
under Stalin.

19



Military Coup

• The Reform the 

Armed Forces 
Movement seize 

buildings on the 

main road in 

Manila – the 
EDSA.

• General Ramos 
joins the coup –

he controlled the 

Police Force.

Civil 
Disobedience

• The Catholic 

Church and Cory 
Aquino urge 

civilians to 

peacefully 

protest.  They 
gathered on the 

EDSA and 

prevented loyal 

Marcos militia 
from firing on the 

Coup

Marcos Fled

• Marcos flees to 

Hawaii on 25th 
February 1986.

Democracy 
Established

• The Philippines 

becomes a 
democratic state.

Other peaceful 
revolutions are 

triggered

• This Yellow 

Revolution 
inspired other 

attempts at 

regime change in 

Asia and Europe, 
such as the Berlin 

Wall in 1989

17. Year 8 History: Revolutions

Yellow Revolution (Philippines, 1986): Events and consequences
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What caused 
the Yellow 

Revolution?

Corruption of Marcos
Elected in 1965, he 

plundered the wealth of 
the Philippines and shut 

down free speech.

Murder of Ninoy Aquino
Stood against Marcos – 

many suspect Marcos had 
him murdered.

1986 Electoral Fraud
Marcos called a General Election 

and Ninoy’s wife stood against 
him.  Both claimed victory but 
Aquino said there had been 

results tampering.

Actions of Imelda 
Marcos

Built palaces while the 
people starved. Was 
extravagant spending 

$2,000 on chewing gum 
and owned 3,000 pairs of 

shoes.

16. Year 8 History: Revolutions

Yellow Revolution (Philippines, 1986): 
Causes

Imeldific: Ostentatiously extravagant, sometimes 

to the point of vulgarity. Related to, or 

characteristic of Imelda Marcos

21



19. Year 8 History: Revolutions

The Cold War: Capitalism vs Communism

Cold War (1945-1991): Around the world America and the Soviet Union did not 

use military action against each other but instead fought through political, 

economic and social actions.

Capitalism Communism

Countries United States Soviet Union (USSRi)

Property/

business

Privately owned- profit Owned and controlled 

by the state

System of 

government

Democracy- votes Dictatorship- one party 

state

Freedom Being free more important than 

being equal

Equality was more 

important than having 

freedom

Religion Complete freedom of religion- 

mixing pot of culture

Religion banned

24

Western Bloc

Eastern Bloc

Iron Curtain

The Cold War

Causes

After WW2 Europe was devastated. 
75 million people had died.

America and the Soviet Union (Russia) 
emerged as ‘Superpowers’. They did not 
agree about how Europe should be rebuilt 
and ruled.

America wanted countries to be 
based on Capitalist 
democracies where people get 
a vote.

The Soviet Union wanted the 
countries to be based on 
Communist dictatorships 
where 1 person/group made all 
the decisions.

Events

Around the world America and the Soviet 
Union did not use military action against 
each other but instead fought through 
political, economic and social actions.

Consequences

Short term

Europe became divided into 
communism in the Eastern bloc and 
capitalism in the Western bloc.

All around the world countries suffered 
through civil wars between the 
communists in their countries and those 
who were against communism.

Long term Eventually the Berlin Wall fell in 1989 and 
the Eastern Bloc was broken up.

18. Year 8 History: Revolutions
The Cold War- Overview
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21. The Cold War Events: 1961-1979 

USSR invades Afghanistan- 
December 1979

Berlin Wall- August 1961
20% of East Germany’s population (skilled workers & 
professionals) fled to West Berlin so the USSR built the 
Berlin Wall between East and West Berlin.

The USSR reinforced the wall with dogs, 
land mines and watch towers. 5,000 
people still managed to escape in 28 yrs.

America discovered that the USSR were storing 
missiles in Cuba (90 miles from the America). Neither 
side were willing to compromise for 13 days.

Eventually the USSR agreed to remove the 
missiles from Cuba as long as America did 
not invade Cuba.

The Cuban Missile Crisis- October 
1962

Vietnam War- July 1965
North Vietnam was supported by the Soviet Union 
and South Vietnam was supported by America. 3 
million people were killed.

In 1975 Communist forces took control of 
South Vietnam and united the country 
under a Communist leader.

The Soviet Union sent in troops to help the 
Communists in Afghanistan fight non-
Communist groups angering America. 

America stopped trading grain with Russia, boycotted 
the 1980 Moscow Olympics and sold weapons to non-
Communist groups in Afghanistan (including the 
Taliban).

26

The Iron Curtain- March 
1946

The Soviet Union took control of several Eastern 
European countries and split Germany into East 
and West Germany after the Second World War. 

Berlin Blockade- June 1948
 

Berlin was in East Germany however, it was split into 
East Berlin (supported by the Soviet Union) and West 
Berlin (supported by USA, GB and France). 

The Soviet Union blocked food and supplies 
going into West Berlin, so America, Britain and 
France dropped supplies using planes.

20. The Cold War Events: 1946-1950 
People’s Republic of China- 
October 1949 

The Chinese Civil War between the 
Communists and Chinese government 
continued after Japan’s defeat in WW2. 

Russia gave the Communists in China the weapons 
seized from Japan. America gave the Chinese 
government 50,000 soldiers and weapons.

Korean War- June 1950

North Korea supported by the Soviet Union 
invaded South Korea. South Korea was 
supported by America. 5 million people died.

In 1953 the Americans organised an 
agreement with North Korea to prevent 
an all-out war with the USSR.

Winston Churchill made a speech describing 
the divide in Europe as an ‘Iron Curtain’.

25



23. Year 8 History: Revolutions

Causes of the Fall of the Berlin Wall 1989

Cause Details

Social The events of the People’s Revolution in the Philippines 

inspired the people of East Berlin to protest against Soviet 

control.

In cities all over East Germany protests and demonstrations 

broke out calling for greater freedoms.

Economic By supporting various Communist groups around the world the 

USSR was running out of money and could not afford to put 

down uprisings.

In East Berlin, the economy was suffering due to the number 

of educated professionals and skilled workers who had fled to 

the West before the wall was built.

Cause Details

Political In 1985, Gorbachev became the leader of the Soviet Union.

He was seen as a moderate (not extreme) and allowed 

countries in Eastern Europe more freedoms.

President Ronald Reagan saw that Gorbachev wanted to make 

changes to the way the Soviet Union controlled East Germany, 

so Reagan worked to improve relations with Gorbachev.

In August 1989, Hungary (a country in Eastern Europe) turned 

off its electric fence border with Austria.

Thousands of people from the East travelled to Hungary and 

crossed the border into Austria and the West.

28
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22. Year 8 History: Revolutions

The Cold War: Berlin



Slave revolts: 1730-1839

The slave revolt in St Domingue 
led to the creation of Haiti.

The Amistad slave revolt led 
to the American Supreme 
Court freeing the captured 
slaves who had fought for 
their freedom.

Scramble for Africa: 1881-1914

By 1914, 90% of Africa was 
under European rule.

The Berlin Conference was held in 
1884. European countries carved 
up Africa between themselves

World Wars: 1914-1918 and 1939-
1945

More than 2.7 million black 
soldiers fought in the First 
World War.

Over 1.14 million black soldiers 
fought in the Second World War.

Independence of Kenya and Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe gained their 
independence from Britain in 1980

Kenya gained their independence 
from Britain in 1963

1. Year 8 History: Africa 
Unit Overview
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Aksum Empire

Ancient Africa: 3150BC-1914 AD

Egyptian Empire

Mali Empire

Kongo Empire

Asante/Ashanti Empire

Transatlantic slave trade- 15th Century

Started when Portuguese merchants 
first made contact with the Kongo 
Empire in 1482.

More than 12 million African people 
were taken to the Americas between 
1532-1832.

Arab Spring uprisings: 2010-2011

The uprisings across North 
Africa and the Middle East.

Protesters wanted 
increased 
democracy and the 
removal of corrupt 
leaders.

Year 8 History

Africa

The world’s second- largest and second most 

populous continent south of Europe and between 

the Atlantic and Indian oceans.
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3. Year 8 History: Africa

African Empires: The Aksum Empire 100 AD – 960 AD

32

.

Economy 
Traded with the Roman Empire and 

Ancient India as the 
Aksumite Empire was close to the 
Red Sea and the River Nile.​They 
traded ivory, incense, gold and 
exotic animals.They developed 

farming methods to farm on slopes 
and mountains.​

Legacy
When the empire converted to 

Christianity it created the 
foundation for Ethiopia’s modern-

day Orthodox Church.

Culture 
Influenced by the Egyptians, 
Greeks, Romans and Arabs. 

Created the written language of 
Ge’ez. Built towers such as Obelisk 

of Axum which is 79 feet tall.

.

Economy 
It gained much of its wealth from 

the River Nile. This meant that Great 
cities grew along the Nile.  Egyptian 

people would use the water from the river 
to create new farming methods 

like irrigation. The empire had access to 
the Red Sea they traded with Europe and 

the Middle-East.

Legacy
Some of their medicines link to what 
we still use today- they used mouldy 
bread to cure infections. The mould, 

we now know, is called penicillin which 
we still use today.

Culture 
Ancient Egypt was ruled over by 

Pharaohs who had pyramids 
built as tombs for when they 

died. Ancient Egypt was one of 
the first civilisations to invent 

writing. It was called 
hieroglyphics. Egyptians also 
invented their own numbers 

which were based on factors of 
10.

2. Year 8 History: Africa

African Empires: The Ancient Egyptian Empire 3150 BC – 30 BC
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5. Year 8 History: Africa

African Empires: The Kongo Empire 1390 AD – 1914 AD

34

.

Economy 
The empire made money by trading 
textiles, pottery, copper, cattle and 

ivory. They used the Congo River to 
transport their goods to different 

places. Portuguese traders came to 
the Kongo Empire for slaves.

Legacy
Kongo Empire art is seen today as an 
inspiration to many art movements in 

the Americas.

Culture 
Some Kongo Kings converted to 
Christianity to try and please the 

Portuguese. This caused rebellion 
within the Kongo Empire. The 

common language used in the empire 
was Kikongo. The Kongo Empire was 

known for producing detailed 
sculptures by hand.

.

Economy 
Made money through trading gold and 
salt from their mines. Slaves were sold 
to the Arab empire in the Middle East. 

By the 1200s, the Mali empire 
contained 50% of the world’s gold 
supply. The ruler, Mansa Musa is 

considered the richest man to have 
ever lived.

Legacy
The empire promoted equality and a 
fairer way of ruling compared to other 

countries in the world at the time.

Culture 
Islam was the religion of the empire. 
Rules were put in place to stop the 

mistreatment of slaves. Women were 
involved in government. Timbuktu was 

a centre of education and learning 
where people from all over the world 

came to study.

4. Year 8 History: Africa

African Empires: The Mali Empire 1234 AD – 1600 AD
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Causes of 
slavery in 

Africa

War

Wars between African empires were 
common and often captured enemies were 
taken as slaves.

European wars in the Americas created new colonies.
They used slaves as cheap labour to work in the new 
colonies.

Economic

When the Americas were 
‘discovered’ Europeans did not have enough 
workers to work on all the new land.

Slaves from Africa were cheap and 
Europeans could buy a lot of them.

Farmers and rulers used slaves as they 
did not have to pay them wages.

Religion

The Bible taught people that Ham (one of Noah’s sons who 
was given Africa after the Great Flood) and his descendants were 
cursed to serve others due to Ham’s mistreatment of Noah.

Many European Christians felt enslaving Africans benefitted 
the slaves as they were being looked after and could 
be ’civilized’ through religion.

Ideas about 
equality

Slaves were seen as inferior to other 
people due to the colour of their skin.

Slavery was not against law as slaves were seen 
as property and did not have the same rights as 
free people.

7. Year 8 History: Africa

Causes of slavery in Africa
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.

Economy 
The empire made money by trading gold, 
ivory and slaves they captured in war. The 
slaves were sold to the British and Dutch 

who took them to the West Indies.

Legacy
Many people from Jamaica and the 

Caribbean today can trace their 
ancestors to the Ashanti Empire.

Culture 
In the Ashanti Empire slaves were 

protected by the law. Slaves could ask for 
new masters if their master mistreated the, 

The King had to take the advice of the 
Council of Elders and could be removed 
from power if he did not. Kings got their 
claim to the throne from their mother’s 

family.

6. Year 8 History: Africa

African Empires: The Ashanti/Asante Empire 1670 AD – 1896 AD

35



9. Year 8 History: Africa

African slavery throughout History

Trans-
Atlantic 

slave trade 
to the 

Americas

African slaves were 
brought by 

Europeans and 
taken to the 
Americas.

At least 12 million 
African slaves were 

taken to the 
Americas between 

1532 and 1832.

Slaves were brought with 
manufactured goods such as guns.
Slaves were sold for raw materials 
such as sugar or cotton which were 

then taken back to Europe.

The slave trade was 
abolished in the British 

empire in 1807 but owning a 
slave continued until 1833.

Modern 
day 

slavery in 
Africa

Slavery was 
made illegal by 

the United 
Nations in 1949.

It is estimated 
there are around 
40 million slaves 

in the World 
today.

62% of these 
are African 

slaves.

In 1981, Mauritania, 
in West Africa, 

became the last 
country in the World 
to abolish slavery.
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8. Year 8 History: Africa

African slavery throughout History

Slavery in 
Ancient 
Egypt

Slaves were 
normally 
captured  

through war.

Slaves 
were 

important 
workers.

Slaves were 
treated better 
than normal 
peasants.

They were 
fed and did 
not have to 

pay tax.

Trans 
Saharan 

slave trade

Slaves were taken 
from West African 
empires, such as 
the Mali Empire.

They were sold to 
the Middle East, 
China and India.

Slaves were 
taken across 
the Saharan 

desert.

Only 20% 
survived the 

journey.

Beginning 
of the 
trans-

Atlantic 
slave trade

Began in 
the 15th 
century.

Portuguese 
merchants made 
contact with the 
Kongo empire in 

1482.

Slaves were 
taken from 
the Kongo 
empire to 
Europe.

Many Kongo 
people felt 

betrayed by their 
King for letting the 
Portuguese take 

slaves.
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Aspects of 

life

Details

Treatment by 

masters

Most slaves in Africa were only temporary slaves and were only 

slaves due to owing a debt (money) or being punished for a 

crime.

Chattel slaves (slaves who were sold and seen as property) were 

people taken as prisoners during wars with other empires.

Normally, children of slaves were considered free.

Many former slaves wrote about how they were well fed and 

treated well by their masters.

African slaves were not free, they had to ask permission to leave 

their master’s lands. 

They were punished or killed if they did not follow the rules.

11. Year 8 History: Africa

Treatment of African slaves in Africa

Aspects of 

life

Details

Forms of 

resistance 

and escape

Most slave resistance in Africa was caused by 

African people rebelling against being sold to other 

countries or being taken to the Americas.

Legacy and 

impact

It is estimated that there are around 40 million 

slaves in the world today with 62% being African 

slaves.

The last country to officially abolish slavery was 

Mauritania, an African country in North-west 

Africa, in 1981.

40

Stage of 

slavery

Details

Middle 

Passage

Journey between West Africa and the Americas.

It is estimated 20 million Africans were taken across the 

Atlantic Ocean and sold as slaves.

Slave ships could carry from 250-600 slaves with 1.5m 

space between slave decks.

They had little food/water and no medicine

20% died during the journey.

The journey took around 8 weeks.

10. Year 8 History: Africa

The Transatlantic Slave Trade: The Middle Passage

Stage of slavery Details

Auction Buyers bid for slaves and sold to the highest 

bidder.

Unhealthy and unsold slaves were left to die 

without food or water.

The buyers would all rush at once to get the 

‘best slaves’.

Families would be split up, never to see each 

other again.
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Aspects of life Details

Treatment by 

masters

African slaves taken to the United States were chattel 

slaves.

African slaves worked on cotton plantations (farms) in the 

Southern states.

They would work up to 16 hours a day without breaks, food 

or water and would be whipped if they did not ‘work hard 

enough’.

Pregnant women were expected to work and strap the 

baby to them when it was born.

Children as young as 6 worked in the fields.

The slaves lived in wooden shacks on the plantations.

There was no privacy and 12 or more slaves living in them.

13. Year 8 History: Africa

Treatment of African slaves in the Southern states of America

Aspects of life Details

Forms of 

resistance 

and escape

Slaves passively resisted by breaking tools, faking illness and 

stealing food.

Slaves would escape and go to the Northern states or Native 

communities- some even got to Canada.

Escaped slaves would use the Underground Railroad to 

escape.

By 1850 over 100,000 slaves had escaped via the ‘Railroad’.

Legacy and 

impact

Slavery was abolished in 1865.

Southern states introduced Jim Crow laws to keep African 

Americans separate from white Americans.

These laws were not removed until 1964.

Some African-Americans today in live in ghettos and struggle 

due to lack of a good education and opportunities.
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Aspects of 

life

Details

Treatment by 

masters

4.9 million African slaves were taken to Brazil.

40% of all African slaves taken to the Americas were taken to 

Brazil.

30% of Brazil’s population was made up of African slaves.

African slaves worked on the sugar cane fields.

From 1690, African slaves mined gold and diamonds

Male slaves were forced to work long hours without breaks in 

the fields or mines.

Slaves would be harshly punished (whipped, beaten, even 

killed) if they did not work fast enough.

Female slaves were often raped by their masters and brought 

forth a new generation of Brazilians.

12. Year 8 History: Africa

Treatment of African slaves in Brazil

Aspects of 

life

Details

Forms of 

resistance 

and escape

Runaway slaves in Brazil created new settlements called 

quilombos (free communities).

Quilombos were located in the Serra da Barriga- a 

mountainous area in Brazil.

The Palmares was a quilombos which was the home of 

10,000-30,000 escaped slaves.

Legacy and 

impact

Slavery in Brazil was abolished in 1888, but slaves were not 

given any money or land when they became free.

Today, millions of Afro-Brazilians live in poverty in favelas.

Young Afro-Brazilians make up 2/3 of Brazil’s 60,000 victims 

of violent crime each year.

2/3 of the country’s prison population are Afro-Brazilian.

41



Aspects of 

life

Details

Treatment by 

masters

A very small number of African slaves were brought back 

to England.

African slaves were sold in London, Liverpool and Bristol.

African slaves were sold to government officials, military 

leaders and planters (rich farmers).

Slavery in England was legal until 1722.

African slaves were made to work as butlers and maids.

They were made to look exotic and used to show off the 

wealth of their owners.

African slaves in England had no freedom and were 

treated like objects.

14. Year 8 History: Africa

Treatment of African slaves in England

Aspects of life Details

Forms of 

resistance and 

escape

African slaves who escaped lived in poverty on the streets.

Masters would put up lost-and-found adverts.

In London, escaped slaves would flee to the East End.

They would become pickpockets, beggars and work on ships.

The poor white community living on the streets often helped to 

hide escaped African slaves.

Legacy and 

impact

Britain abolished slavery in their empire in 1833.

Britain paid the slave owners the equivalent of £20 billion.

The loans used to pay the owners were not paid back until 

2015.

Newly freed slaves were given no money or support but had to 

work for their old owners every week until 1838.
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1730- First Maroon War (Jamaica)
The Maroon were escaped slaves in Jamaica who lived in the 
hills and forests. They would help rescue slaves and use 
violence against British slave owners in Jamaica.

1730- Little George Ship Revolt (Slave ship)

96 African slaves were being taken from Guinea to Rhode 
Island (USA). Some of the African male slaves slipped out 
of their shackles and overpowered the crew.

3 members of the crew were killed, the rest were taken 
prisoner. The African slaves sailed back to the Sierra 
Leone river and abandoned the ship and crew.

15. Slave Revolts: 1730-1811

1811- German Coast Uprising (New Orleans, USA)

Biggest slave revolt in US history. 200-500 
slaves took part in the revolt. Slaves from 
sugar plantations marched 20 miles over 2 
days.

During the march they burned 5 plantation 
houses, several sugarhouses and crops. They 
were armed with hand tools and killed 2 white 
men. 

In 1739 the Maroon people signed an agreement with 
the British. The agreement gave the Maroon more 
freedom and rights. 

The Maroon promised to return escaped 
slaves after the agreement was signed.

1791-1804- Haitian Revolution (St Domingue/Haiti)

Saint Domingue was a French colony, rich in sugar and located in 
the Caribbean. A slave army led by Toussaint L’Ouverture burned 
the plantations and defeated the French soldiers.

The ex-slaves took control of the island and renamed it Haiti. 
Haiti became a beacon of hope to other slaves in the 
Caribbean and escaped slaves even tried to travel there.

In 1793 the British fought against the ex-slave 
army in Haiti but they were defeated.

Soldiers were used to put down the revolt. 95 
slaves were killed and executed.
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Factor Why? Details

Economic Britain, France and Germany were competing for global trade.

Explorers located lots of raw materials in Africa.

Cecil Rhodes, a British coloniser, made a fortune from the diamond 

and gold mines in South Africa.

The Industrial Revolution in Britain increased the need for Palm Oil to 

lubricate machines.

Political The leader of Germany, Bismarck, wanted to expand their empire.

Religious Dr Livingstone, a Scottish missionary, wanted to make sure slavery 

was not continuing in Africa after it was abolished by Britain in 1833.

Christian missionaries felt it was their duty to ‘civilise’ the Africans

17. Year 8 History: Africa

The Scramble for Africa

Key 

questions

Details

Who Britain, France, Germany, Portugal, 

Belgium, Italy and Spain.

What By 1914, 90% of Africa was under European 

rule.

When Between 1881-1914.

Where The beginning of the Scramble for Africa 

was at the Berlin Conference in 1884.

European countries decided which areas of 

Africa would be controlled by who.
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1831-  Nat Turner’s Rebellion (Virginia, USA)

Nat Turner was an America slave who lived in Virginia.
He led a slave rebellion as he believed God had sent him a 
message.

1831-1832- Baptist War (Jamaica)

Biggest slave revolt in the British Caribbean. Over 60,000 
slaves were involved. Samuel Sharpe and other slave 
leaders went strike on Christmas Day, 1831.

They demanded more free time and a working wage.
This was denied so the slaves set fire to the sugar cane fields. White 
slave owners fled, and British soldiers were brought in.

16. Slave Revolts: 1831-1839

1839- Amistad (Slave ship)

53 African slaves were being taken to Cuba in 
the Spanish slave ship called the Amistad. 
Joseph Cinqué led to revolt. 

The navigator was ordered to sail the ship back to Sierra 
Leone but took them to New York where the slaves were 
imprisoned. They were put on trial for their crimes against 
the crew.

The rebels killed 55-65 white slave owners and their families. The 
rebellion was put down a few days after it started. Nat Turner hid 
for 2 months before he was captured and hanged.

The revolt led to southern white people becoming suspicious 
of slaves so they tightened restrictions of the rights of slave.

1835-  Malê Revolt (Brazil)

600 Yoruba and Hausa slaves (from Nigeria) rebelled in Brazil.

The slaves were mainly African Muslims who wanted to create their 
own Muslim safe haven. They wore necklaces of President 
Dessalines, who was the leader of independent Haiti.

70 African slaves were killed and the revolt failed. This slave revolt is 
seen as one of the most significant urban slave revolt in the Americas.

The judge ruled that the Africans were victims of kidnapping and had 
the right to fight their captors. The case went to the Supreme Court 
and the African survivors were represented by a former president, 
Adams, who won. The Supreme Court allowed the African slaves a 
safe passage home.

214 rebel slaves were killed and 300 were executed.
In 1833 Britain abolished slavery in the British Empire.
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19. Year 8 History: Africa

Experiences of African and black soldiers in the First World War

Soldiers First World War

African 2.35 million

Caribbean/West Indies 20,500

African American 350,000

Soldiers Experiences in the First World War

African Many were used as carriers.

Due to the way borders had been drawn in the 

Berlin Conference, African soldiers found 

themselves fighting friends/family.

The French used African soldiers to shock the 

Germans and to spare French soldiers from being 

killed.

Soldiers Experiences in the First World War

Caribbean/

West Indies

At first, the British did not want black soldiers 

fighting white Europeans.

By 1915, King George allowed volunteers from the 

Caribbean to join the British forces.

They were paid less than the white soldiers and 

had to do jobs such as: carrying equipment, 

digging trenches, building roads and railways.

Caribbean soldiers had to put out fires in burning, 

sometimes, exploding areas.
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18. Year 8 History: Africa

Impact of the Scramble for Africa

Impact for Europe

European countries took the best land.

European countries used Africans as cheap 

workers.

Raw materials were taken from Africa to European 

to manufactured in their factories then sold all 

around the world.

During the First and Second World Wars European 

countries used soldiers from their African colonies to 

fight for them.

Impact for Africa

Many Africans lost their land an had to work for poor wages on European 

owned land which had been stolen.

Due to the way Africa had been divided conflict grew within countries where 

different ethnic groups were forced to live.

Example- Rwandan Genocide 1994.

European medicine was introduced in Africa.

Africa’s population grew from 120 million in 1900 to over 1 billion today.

Land was used to grow cash crops such as: coffee, cocoa, tea and cotton so 

there was little land left to grow food crops.

This led to famine and starvation.
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21. Year 8 History: Africa

Experiences of African and black soldiers in the Second World War

Soldiers Second World War

African Over 1 million

Caribbean/West Indies 16,000

African American 125,000

Soldiers Experiences in the Second World War

Caribbean/

West Indies

Many Caribbean soldiers who had fought for Britain in the 

Second World War migrated to Britain to help rebuild the 

‘mother country’.

African 

American

They were kept separate from white soldiers.

African American nurses were the only nurses allowed to 

help African American soldiers.

After the sacrifices and bravery of African American units 

such as: the Tuskegee Airmen and 761st Tank Battalion, 

President Truman desegregated all military units in 1948.

Soldiers Experiences in the First World War

African The King’s African Rifles were soldiers from 

Britain’s African colonies who fought in the Second 

World War.

They were very important in fighting and defeating 

the Italians in Abyssinia (modern day Ethiopia).
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20. Year 8 History: Africa

Experiences of African and black soldiers in the First World War

Soldiers Experiences in the First World War

African 

American

The Harlem Hellfighters were a group of 3,000 African 

American soldiers who fought for America against the 

Central Powers.

They were the most decorated black soldiers in the First 

World War.

Henry Johnson, known as “Black Death”, was the first 

America of any ethnicity to be given the French Croix de 

Guerre.
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23. Year 8 History: Africa

Impact of African and black soldiers fighting in the war: Negatives

Negatives

After the First World War the German colony of Cameroon 

was split between Britain and France.

In 1960 the 2 parts were given independence and reunited.

There was violence between the 2 parts.​

The German colony of Namibia was put under the protection of the 

League of Nations after the First World War.

The South African government invaded and took control of Namibia 

enforcing its Apartheid rules which discriminated against black 

people.​

Negatives

African American soldiers returning to Southern states after 

both wars had to follow the Jim Crow laws.

These laws kept African American and white Americans 

separate.

The Jim Crow laws were not abolished until 1964 under the 

Civil Rights Act.​
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22. Year 8 History: Africa

Impact of African and black soldiers fighting in the war: Positives

Positives

After the Second World War the British government 

created the British Nationality Act which allowed members of 

the Commonwealth to live in Britain.

After the Second World War, many African countries started 

to demand their independence.

Britain and other European countries, who had colonies 

in Africa, could not continue to rule over countries who had 

given soldiers to help fight for freedom against the Nazis 

when they had no freedom themselves.​

Positives

In 2017 the African and Caribbean War Memorial was 

unveiled in Windrush Square in Brixton, South London.

It was dedicated to the 70,000 men and women from the 

Caribbean and Africa who died for Britain in the war.
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25. Year 8 History: Africa

Independence of Kenya

Key 

questions

Actions by Kenyans

When 12th December 1963

Who In the 1940s the Kenya African Union (KAU) was setup.

Jomo Kenyatta was the leader.

They demanded independence and access to white-owned land.

What In  the 1950s Kenyans protested and rebelled against British rule.

The Mau Mau rebellion lasted 8 years.

The Mau Mau used violence against British settlements.

10,000 members of the Mau Mau were killed and even more were 

imprisoned and tortured by the British.

Impact Britain could not afford to fight against the Kenyan people who wanted 

independence.

Jomo Kenyatta was elected Kenya’s first black Prime Minister in 

1964.
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24. Year 8 History: Africa

Causes of independence In Africa

Factor Causes of independence in Africa

War and violence During the Second World War over 1.4 million African soldiers fought in the 

war.

War and violence After the war ended in 1945 many colonies demanded their independence by 

rebelling against colonial rule.

Economic Countries like Britain and France did not have the strength and money to 

hold on to their colonies.

Ideas about equality 

and freedom

Many African soldiers who had fought against Nazi Germany felt they had 

been fighting to defend freedom but did not have their own.

Government Britain’s government were too weak to keep control over countries who 

fought against them.

India had been given its independence in 1947 which set an example for 

other colonies to follow.
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27. Year 8 History: Africa

Independence of Zimbabwe

Key 

questions

Actions by Zimbabweans

When 18th April 1980

Who The main groups who fought for independence from the majority 

white government were the Zimbabwe African People’s Union 

(ZAPU) and the Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU).

What The Bush War or Zimbabwe War of Independence lasted 15 years.

Black members of society fought against the white government who 

had declared Zimbabwe independent without Britain’s permission.

Impact After much fighting an agreement was reached.

Elections were held in February 1980.

Robert Mugabe (leader of ZANU) was elected the first Prime 

Minister of Zimbabwe.
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26. Year 8 History: Africa

Impact of the independence of Kenya

Positives after independence Negatives after independence

Kenya joined the Organisation of African Unity to 

trade with other independent African countries.

Kenyatta’s ’Africanisation’ policy led to the majority of 

Asian Kenyan’s fleeing discrimination.

Foreign investment in Kenya doubled. Kenyatta made Kenya a one-party- state meaning his 

party was the only one people could vote for.

The number of Secondary schools in Kenya 

increased by 80%

Kenyatta used violence against any other political 

groups who were against him.

The life expectancy in Kenya increased by 10 years. Kenyatta used his power to give land to powerful people 

in government.
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Used violent protest to 
fight against British rule

Gained independence 
after WW2

After independence, 
the new leaders used 

violence against 
opposition groups 

Independence 
of Kenya

Independence 
of Zimbabwe

72% of the 
country lived in 

poverty after 
independence

Genocide of the 
Ndebele people- 

20,000 killed

By 2008, 75% of 
the country 

depended on 
food aid- the 

highest % in the 
world

Africanisation 
policy

Foreign 
investment 

doubled

Life expectancy 
increased by 10 

years

29. Year 8 History: Africa
Comparing the independence of Kenya and Zimbabwe

After independence 
education was improved

After independence 
there was corruption in 

the government
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28. Year 8 History: Africa

Impact of the independence of Zimbabwe

Positives after independence Negatives after independence

The literacy rate (number of people who can read and 

write) in 2015 was 90% of the population.

Mugabe used violence to remove opposition such as the 

Ndebele people.

The number of secondary schools increased from 177 to 

1,548.

More than 20,000 Ndebele people were killed- seen as a 

genocide.

Mugabe and his government stole money from Zimbabwe’s 

diamond and mining industries.

72% of the country lived in poverty and Zimbabwe lost $1 

million a year due to government corruption.
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31. Year 8 History: Africa

Arab Spring in Tunisia 

Key questions The Jasmine Revolution

Causes Mohammed Bouazizi set himself on fire 

outside a government office building to protest 

against government corruption.

Bouazizi was a fruit seller who was fed up with 

local officials demanding bribes.

Anger over Bouazizi’s situation inspired other 

Tunisians who were suffering due to 

unemployment, poverty and political inequality.

Key questions The Jasmine Revolution

Actions of the 

people

Street demonstrations, rallies and strikes broke out across 

the country.

Protesters used social media, such as Facebook and 

Twitter, to organise the protests.

Government 

response

Ben Ali (the President of Tunisia) made promises to make 

social, political and economic changes.

His promises did not stop the protests which had swept 

across the country.

Ben Ali and his family fled the country.

Tunisians called for his arrest as he had stolen billions of 

dollars from Tunisia through corruption.
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30. Year 8 History: Africa

Arab Spring

Key 

questions

Arab Spring

When The movement started in Dec 2010 and lasted until late 2011

Where The uprisings were in largely Muslim countries such as:

Tunisia, Morocco, Syria, Libya, Egypt and Bahrain.

What The protests were based mainly on wanting leader and 

government changes.

Protesters wanted increased democracy and cultural freedom

How The movement was helped due to the use of social media 

platforms such as Facebook and Twitter.

These social media platforms helped to spread messages and 

organise protests.
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33. Year 8 History: Africa

Arab Spring in Egypt

Key 

questions

The Egyptian Revolution

Causes Inspired by events in Tunisia, and Libya.

Protesters in Egypt demanded the 

President, Hosni Mubarak be overthrown.

Many protesters were against increasing 

police brutality (violence) during the 

years of Mubarak’s rule.

People were angry about the lack of 

political freedom, freedom of speech, 

government corruption, unemployment, 

high price of foods and low wages.

Key 

questions

The Egyptian Revolution

Actions of 

the people

Methods used by the protesters included: demonstrations, 

marches, occupying certain areas (refusing to move), 

violence and strikes (this was mainly workers and trade 

unions).

Government 

response

Many protesters were attacked by military police.

Over 846 people were killed and over 6,000 injured.

On the 11th February 2011 President Mubarak stepped 

down.

He was arrested and interrogated in May 2011 for his 

actions as president.
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32. Year 8 History: Africa

Arab Spring in Libya

Key 

questions

The Libyan Civil War

Causes Inspired by events in Tunisia.

Colonel Muammar Gaddafi, the head of the 

government, was seen as very corrupt.

He had control over Libya’s oil which made up 90% 

of the country’s wealth.

Gaddafi was seen as a dictator who violated human 

rights and supported global terrorist groups.

In 2009 and 2011 Libya was voted the most 

censored country in the Middle East and North 

Africa.

Key questions The Libyan Civil War

Actions of the 

people

There were street demonstrations and protests all over Libya.

Violence was used such as: petrol bombs, throwing rocks 

and setting fire to police and security buildings.

A website was set up which aimed to replace the 

government.

Government 

response

Gaddafi ordered the army to use violence against protesters.

Gaddafi imprisoned tens of thousands of protesters.

Countries across the world (including the UK) used the air 

force and navy to support the protesters.

Gaddafi was killed by the new National Transitional Council 

(new government) on the 20th October 2011.
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35. Year 8 History: Africa

Impact of the Arab Spring

Positives

The Arab Spring movement inspired other movements such as 

the Occupy movement and the Spanish Indignados Movement .

The protests across the Arab world showed that the actions of 

ordinary people could lead to the removal of leaders who were 

corrupt.

Many of the demands of the Egyptian protesters have been met 

such as: rise in the minimum wage, ending curfew and the arrest 

of Mubarak.

Negatives

In Syria, due to the Civil War, the terrorist group (Islamic State/IS) has increased in 

power.

In August 2013 hundreds were killed by a chemical weapon fired over homes in 

Damascus in Syria.

The overthrow of leaders in Egypt, Tunisia and Libya has created conflict between 

groups in the countries about how the new government should function.

Economic problems (unemployment and poor wages) which had caused the protests 

have not improved for many ordinary people.

The UN has warned that the rising violence in Libya could cause a full-scale civil war.
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34. Year 8 History: Africa

Arab Spring in Syria

Key questions Syrian Civil War

Causes Inspired by events in Tunisia, Libya and Egypt.

Bashar Al-Assad (Syrian President) created a new 

constitution (set of rules) in 1973 which did not require 

the president of Syria to be a Muslim; which angered 

the Muslim Brotherhood.

There was a drought (very little/no rain) which lasted 

from 2006-2011 which led to many dying of famine 

(starvation).

People in Syria did not have freedom of speech and 

public gatherings of more than 5 people could lead to 

imprisonment.

Key questions Syrian Civil War

Actions of the 

people

Protesters protested in the streets and burned down important 

government buildings.

A Civil War broke out in Syria- it is still going on today.

America and Turkey support the protesters with weapons, 

soldiers and airstrikes.

Government 

response

The army used tanks, guns and other weapons against the 

protesters -1,000 civilian had died by May 2011.

Russia and Iran both support Assad and provide weapons, air 

strikes, training and intelligence sharing (giving them 

information).

More than 400,000 people have been killed in Syria so far.
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Mugal Empire

1526 - 1857

An Islamic Empire in control of 
much of northern and central 
India. The East India Company 
grew in power after 1757

The Korean War

A war for control of the whole of 
Korea between North and South 
Korea. China and the UN also 
fought. The war was a stalemate.

1950 - 1953

Britain in India

1857 to 1947

After the rebellion of 1857 The 
British Army took control of 
India. By 1947 India and 
Pakistan were independent.

Korea today

1953 to Present

The two Korean states are still 
officially at war. A demilitarised 
zone seperates them. The South 
is much richer that the North.

World War 2 in Asia

1940 to 1945

In 1941 Japan attacked Pearl Harbor 
bringing the USA into World War 2. In 
1945 the USA used the Atomic bomb 
to bring the war to an end.

The Vietnam War

A struggle for control of Vietnam after 
World War 2. Communist North 
Vietnam won, forcing the USA out of 
Vietnam and unifying the nation.

1. Year 8 History: Asia
Unit Overview

1945 to 1975
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Year 8 History

Asia

The world’s largest and most populous continent which 

borders Europe to the west, with the Indian Ocean to the 

south and Pacific Ocean to the east of it.

65



3. Year 8 History: Asia

The Mughal Empire

The Mughal Empire

Society The Mughal Empire had many large urban cities 

with populations over 500,000.

The Empire had a feudal system with the 

Emperor at the top, then Chieftains called 

Zamindars next.

The Emperors were Muslim but usually treated 

Hindus as equals.

The Empire was divided into regions called 

Subah.

The Mughal Empire

Legacy The Mughals brought Persian influence to India.

They developed arts in particular architecture 

creating buildings such as the Taj Mahal.
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2. Year 8 History: Asia

The Mughal Empire

The Mughal Empire

When 1526 - 1857

Economy By 1600 it had the largest Economy in the world, 

richer than all of Europe and also China.

It had one currency, the Rupee, and a well organised 

tax system.

The economy was based on agriculture but industry 

was developing.

The Mughals built a road system to help trade 

develop.
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5. Year 8 History: Asia

The Indian Rebellion

Key question Details

When 1857 - 1858 AD

Origins Many Indian soldiers did not like fighting other Indians.

The Company did not respect Indian traditions and 

religions.

People objected to the Company’s high taxes.

There had been famines in India

Key 

question

Details

Result The Rebellion was brutally put down with public 

execution of many rebels. The last Mughal 

Emperor was deposed in 1857. The British 

called the Rebellion a Mutiny.

The British Government took control of India 

and the East India Company was wound up.

In 1876 Queen Victoria was crowned Empress 

of India.
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4. Year 8 History: Asia

The East India Company

Key question Details

When 1600 - 1858 AD

Origins The Company was set up in 1600 and granted a 

charter by Queen Elizabeth I. It was set up to organise 

trade with the East Indies, Asia.  The East India 

company got permission of the Mughal Emperors to 

set up trading stations called Factories in the Mughal 

Empire.

Key question Details

Growth Set up its own army in India and employed 

local soldiers called Sepoys.

Fought against other European traders and 

local rulers.

1757 Battle of Plassey gave it control over 

Bengal, although the Mughal Emperors 

were officially in charge.

It’s power over India grew until 1857.
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7. Year 8 History: Asia

Indian Independence

Towards Independence

Talks The British Government invited Gandhi and other 

Indian leaders to the Round Table Conferences in 

London. The talks failed.

Split Indian Muslims increasingly called for a separate state 

for areas where the majority were Muslim. The state 

was to be called Pakistan. The Muslim League was 

led by Muhammad Ali Jinnah.

Towards Independence

War Gandhi stated that Britain could not claim to fight for freedom 

while refusing to give India freedom.

The war bankrupted Britain. They could not afford to control 

India anymore.

1947 In August 1947 British rule of  India ended. The States of 

India and Pakistan were set up.
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6. Year 8 History: Asia

The British Raj

Key question Details

When 1858 AD – 1947 AD

Origins The Indian National Congress was set up in 

1885. By the early 20th Century it was 

campaigning for Independence.

Indian people were fed up with high taxes, 

famine and being treated unfairly by the 

British.

Key question Details

Growth The British sometimes dealt with protest very harshly, 

including in 1919 a massacre of peaceful protesters.

From 1921 Congress was led by Mahatma Gandhi. He 

organised a very successful, non-violent campaign.

Gandhi organised events like the Salt March that 

attracted the attention of the World’s media.
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Japanese 
attack on 

Pearl 
Harbour, 

USA, 7 Dec 
1941.

WHAT: An American 
Naval base in Hawaii, 
USA was attacked by 
the Japanese.
2,403 American service 
personnel were killed and 
many injured.

WHY: The Japanese wanted to make sure that no 
nation could stop their attempt to increase their 
control over Asia. Japan wanted to control the oil in 
the Dutch East Indies.
As they attacked Pearl Harbour the Japanese also 
attacked American bases in the Philippines and 
Guam, and British forces in Hong Kong, Malaya and 
Singapore.

RESULT: The USA of America was brought into World 
War 2. It had already been sending supplies to 
Britain.  Japan, and then its allies Germany and Italy 
declared war on the United States.
The United States was the World’s most powerful 
nation. This meant that Germany was now at war with 
Britain and its vast Empire, the USA and the USSR.

LEGACY: Some historians 
view this as a key moment 
in World War 2.
The Americans brought a 
huge amount of soldiers 
and supplies into World 
War 2 against the Axis 
Powers.

Japan's 
defeat, 
1945

WHEN: The USA used the 
atom bomb on 6th August 
1945 against the city 
of Hiroshima and 
9th August 1945 against 
the city of Nagasaki.

RESULT: 140,000 were killed in 
Hiroshima.
80, 000 were killed in Nagasaki.
15th August 1945 the Emperor 
of Japan announced Japan’s 
surrender.
The Second World War ended.

LEGACY: Some felt that it was wrong to use such a terrible 
weapon against a city, knowing that huge numbers of civilians 
would die.
Some feel that the Americans bombed Japan to warn the Soviets 
(Russians) that they now had this powerful weapon.
The war time alliance between the USA and USSR was beginning 
to break down. Some felt that the use of the bomb brought the war 
to a quick end. They believe that using the bomb saved the lives of 
a million Allied soldiers.

9. Year 8 History: Asia

Conflict between the USA and Japan in World War 2
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8. Year 8 History: Asia 

Partition of India

1945 
Hindu – 
Muslim 

Relations

After the Second World 
War Hindu-Muslim 

relations broke down.

Muslims in India 
wanted their own 

country.

1947 
Partition 
of India

When India was made 
independent  it was 

partitioned into 2 
separate countries, 

Hindu India and 
Muslim Pakistan.

The million Sikhs in 
India, who mainly 
lived in Punjab, 

found that Punjab 
had been split 

between Pakistan 
and India.

Whole trainloads of 
people were 

massacred by the 
‘other side’.

It is estimated that 
over 1 million 

people were killed 
during this 
transition.

73



11. Year 8 History: Asia

Korea today 

Part of Korea Details

North Korea Still a Communist state ruled by Kim Jong-un. His father 

and grandfather ran North Korea before him.

North Korea spends a large amount of its income on its 

military.

It has developed missiles and has the Atomic bomb.

It is a very poor, under-developed country.

It has a very poor Human Rights record.

China (also Communist)  is now its only real ally but is 

often embarrassed by North Korea’s behaviour.
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Part of 

Korea

Details

South 

Korea

Still a Capitalist country. Now a democracy with a good recent 

Human Rights record.

It is one of the World’s most Economically developed nations.

It has a strong military. It is allied to the USA and American 

troops are still based in South Korea.

Problem 

today

North Korea keeps testing and developing its missiles despite 

international condemnation, including from China.

It tests the weapons by firing them over Japan and across the 

Pacific Ocean towards the USA.

The Korean War
1950 - 53

Causes

The Second 
World War

Korea had been under Japanese control since 1905.
At the end of World War 2 the USA occupied the Southern half of Korea and the 
USSR occupied the Northern half.
The border between the two zones was known as the 38th Parallel

The Cold War

By 1948 the Cold War conflict had started between the USA and USSR.  
The USA set up a Capitalist government in South Korea in 1948. The USSR set up 
a Communist government in North Korea. 
Both governments claimed to rule the whole of Korea.

Events

June 1950- North Korean forces invaded South Korea. 
They were supported with weapons from China and the USSR.
The USA organised support for South Korea from the United Nations and led 
attempts by the UN to regain control.

October 1950 - North Korean forces were pushed back to North 
Korea’s border with China.
China invaded to support North Korea. US and UN forces were driven 
back to the 38th Parallel.

March 1951 to Oct 1953- Fighting was at a stalemate.
Talks began in March 51 and lasted until July 1953 when the 
sides agreed to stop fighting.

Consequences

Short term

2.5 million people lost their lives.
2 million of these were civilians.

Long term

No Peace Treaty was signed.
 A 2-mile-wide de-militarised zone was set up between North and 
South Korea.

Today Korea is still divided between a Communist North 
Korea and Capitalist South Korea. 
Both states are still officially at war.

10. Year 8 History: Revolutions
The Korean War Overview
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Dates Key Events

1887 Vietnam was under French control as a part of French 

Indo-China. France ruled through the local Emperor.

Sept 1940 Japan invaded Vietnam but kept the French 

administration in charge. Japan was allied to Germany 

in World War 2

March 1945 Japan took control of Vietnam. A Vietnamese group, the 

Viet Minh, fought against Japan with American support.

September 

1945

Japan was defeated in World War 2. The leader of the 

Viet Minh declared the existence of the Democratic 

Republic of Vietnam. However British and French troops 

restored French control. The Viet Minh fought back from 

the hilly areas.

13 Year 8 History: Asia

The Origins of the Vietnam War

Dates Key Events

1949 The French tried to put the Emperor Bao Dai back in 

charge of Vietnam as an alternative to the Viet Minh 

who were gaining power over North Vietnam.

1950 China and the USSR recognised the Viet Minh as the 

Government of North Vietnam and provided them with 

weapons. Fighting continued until 1954.

1954 The French were forced out of Vietnam after the Battle 

of Dien Bien Phu. Vietnam became independent but the 

Viet Minh were in charge in the North. Bao Dai was in 

charge of the South with American support.
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The Vietnam 
War

1945 - 75

Causes

Colonisation
Vietnam had been under French colonial rule since 1887. 
The French had ruled through a Vietnamese Emperor.

The Second 
World War

During World War 2, in 1940, Japan invaded Vietnam. 
At first, they allowed French administrator to carry on ruling but 
in 1945 Japan took direct control.
 A group called the Viet Minh led the resistance against Japan.

Events

1945 - Japan were defeated, and France tried to take control again. 
The Viet Minh declared an independent Vietnam and fought against 
the French.

1949 -  The Viet Minh had gained control of large areas of 
Northern Vietnam. 
The French tried to put the Emperor Bao Dai back in 
charge.1950 - The Viet Minh began to get help from the USSR and China.
 By 1954 they had driven France out of Vietnam and were in control 
of North Vietnam. Bao Dai was in charge of South Vietnam with 
American support.

1963 – The Americans started to send troops to Vietnam to help the 
South Vietnamese against the North. 
A group called the Viet Cong were fighting in the South against the 
government and received support from North Vietnam.

Consequenc
es

Many American people protested against the war in Vietnam. 
They were able to see the war on TV and objected to it.  
The Vietnamese fighters were able to use the forest to defeat the 
Americans and they also gained the support of the people in Vietnam.

By 1975 the Vietnam War was over, and the Americans had left. 
The South Vietnamese government was defeated, and Vietnam 
became a united, Communist country.

12. Year 8 History: Revolutions
The Vietnam War Overview
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Vietnam War 1955 - 1975

The Vietnam War was fought between North Vietnam and South Vietnam for control of 

the whole nation.

The USA supported South Vietnam and from 1963 were sending troops to support the 

South Vietnamese.

China and the USSR supported North Vietnam and their allies in South Vietnam, a 

group of fighters called the Viet Cong.

By 1975 the Americans and South Vietnamese had lost. Vietnam was united under the 

North Vietnamese government.

14. Year 8 History: Asia

The Vietnam War 1955 – 1975. 

79

15. Year 8 History: Asia

The Vietnam War: Why did the Americans lose?

Reasons for American defeat.

Losing Hearts 

and Minds

The poor treatment of South Vietnamese villagers turned 

them against their government. They began to support 

and join the Viet Cong.

Landscape The Viet Cong and North Vietnamese knew and used 

the landscape well. They used the dense forest well and 

were able to launch surprise attacks on the Americans.

Lack of Will By 1973 American politicians had given up.
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Reasons for American defeat.

Lack of 

Support at 

home

There were many protests in the USA against 

American involvement in the War. Some 

Americans refused to serve e.g. Muhammad Ali, 

the boxer.

Media 

coverage

American news broadcasters were not 

censored. Americans were turned against the 

war by the coverage, particularly footage of the 

behaviour of the South Vietnamese army.



Year 8 History

Persecution

Hostility and ill-treatment, especially because of race or 

political or religious beliefs.

81

Jews

1st Century CE

Jews were massacred by the 
Romans in Jerusalem after their 
unsuccessful revolt.

Romans and Christians

Christians throughout the Roman 
Empire were persecuted and killed

64-313 CE

Crusades in the Holy 
Land 1096-1291

Christians and Muslims fought over 
the Holy Land for 200 years.

1. Year 8 History: Persecution
Unit Overview

When the Christians re-took 
Jerusalem, they murdered the 
Muslims and Jews in the city.

Jews in 
England

1189 & 1190 there were massacres 
of Jews in London and York.

1070-1290

1290 Edward I expelled all 
Jews from England.

Mongolians and Genghis 
Khan

1206-1405

The Mongols conquered 
land in Asia and Europe.

It is estimated between 20-57 
million people were killed.

Native people of 
America

Europeans began to colonise 
America. They brought new 
diseases to and fought with 
the Native Americans.

1491-1900

By 1900 the Native 
population has 
decreased by 80%.
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Pilgrims to North 
America

Due to religious persecution at 
home the Puritans left England 
and founded a colony in America.

1620

Jim Crow

Segregated (separated) white 
Americans from African-
Americans.

1877-1964

2. Year 8 History: Persecution
Unit Overview
Muslims in Spain

1500-1526

For 700 years Spanish and 
Portuguese fought to expel the 
Muslims from the Iberian Peninsula.

Once this had been achieved, they 
forced over half a million Muslims 
to convert to Christianity.

His book stated that the Earth 
orbited the sun, this challenged 
the Church.

Galileo in Italy 
1633

Galileo was kept under house 
arrest until his death in 1642.

Persecution in 
Ireland

Ireland had supported the King 
in the Civil War, Cromwell 
invaded to gain control again.

Cromwell:
1649-1653

100,000s of Irish 
people were killed.

Europeans came into conflict 
with the native Aboriginal people.

Aboriginal people in Australia
1788-onwards

Of 250 languages used by 
the Aboriginal people only 
around 125 survive today.
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Mainly enforced in the southern 
states of America but there was 
still racism across the country.

Apartheid in South Africa

1948-1991

South Africa was 
racially segregated.

3. Year 8 History: Persecution
Unit Overview

The system ensured the minority 
whites held power in the country and 
a higher status in society.

Cambodian Genocide 

Pol Pot became leader and ordered 
the murder of any opponents.

1975-1979

Up to 2 million people were 
murdered.

Rwandan Genocide

1994

Hutu groups attacked Tutsi 
groups and moderate Hutu’s

Between 500,000-1 million 
people were murdered.

84Final Solution

The Nazis and other persecuted 
and eventually murdered 6 
million Jewish people.

1933-1945



4. Year 8 History: Persecution

Crusades

Crusade/Event Date Description

Council of 

Clermont

1095 Pope Urban II asked Christians to go to Holy Land 

and take Jerusalem.

First Crusade 1096-

1099

The most successful crusade captured much of the 

Holy Land.

Taking of 

Jerusalem

1099 After Jerusalem was taken thousands of Jews and 

Muslims were murdered.

Third Crusade 1189-

1192

Richard the Lionheart set out to take back 

Jerusalem from the Muslim forces who had re-

captured it in 1187.

He failed but did agree with the Muslims that 

Christians could go to Jerusalem.

Crusade/Event Date Description

Fourth, fifth, sixth 

and 

seventh crusade

1202-

1250

All failed to re-take Jerusalem.

Fall of Acre 1291 This was the Christian last city 

in the Holy Land.

It was captured by the Muslims 

in 1291.
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5. Year 8 History: Persecution

Ireland

Date Event

400AD-

432AD

Conversion of Irish paganism to Christianity.​

Norman 

Conquest

Henry II's invasion and  raids of Ireland led to both 

'England' and Ireland being ruled by the same king for 

the first time.​

Tudors Henry VIII declares himself King of Ireland.

English Protestant were encouraged to move to 

Catholic Ireland.

1640 25,000 English and Scots encouraged to go and live in 

Ireland.

Aim was to ‘civilise’ the Irish people by making their 

culture more English.

Date Event

1649 After the English Revolution Cromwell led an army of 

12,000 to ‘deal’ with the Irish people

September 

1649

Siege of Drogheda

When Cromwell's forces took Drogheda lots of Irish 

soldiers and civilians were murdered.

1653 Under Cromwell the people of Ireland were persecuted:

• He took land from the Irish Catholics and gave it to 

English Protestants.

• Irish Catholics were not allowed to serve in Parliament 

or marry Protestants.

• His reign sae 40-60% of the Irish population die of 

famine, torture or they were killed by the English army.
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6. Year 8 History: Persecution

Ireland continued

Date Event

1798 British government massacred those involved in a 

rebellion in Ireland.

The leaders were burnt alive or hung for treason.

18th-19th 

century

The Irish language was banned from society and 

education.

Victorian Ireland suffered due to a disease which affected potato 

crops.

This was known as the Great Potato Famine.

Many died or migrated to other places, like America.

Date Event

Home Rule England blocked Ireland's wish to govern themselves 

for many years. Parliament refused to pass the Irish 

Home Rule Bill three times.​

Troubles Bloody Sunday.​

British Army broke the Rules of Engagement when 

they open fired and killed people without due reason.​
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7. Year 8 History: Persecution

Natives in America

Date Event

1600-

1700s

European settlers in the East had begun to force Native 

Americans to move towards the East.

1828 Andrew Jackson became US President and promised to deal 

with the 'Indian problem'.

1830 Gold was discovered in Georgia.

White settlers were encouraged to move to areas where the 

Cherokee lived.

1830 Removal Act- Law intended to move Native Americans west 

of the Mississippi river.

The Supreme Court said the law was illegal, the President 

ignored them.

Date Event

May 1838 7000 troops arrived to forcibly remove the Cherokee.

This was the beginning of the Trail of Tears.

March 

1839

The Cherokee arrive in their new home in 

Oklahoma.

Nearly 4000 had died on the journey, 20% of the 

whole Cherokee nation.

1845 John O'Sullivan wrote that it was the Manifest 

Destiny of white Americans to spread over all of 

America.

From this point on more and more Native Americans 

were forced from their homelands onto reservations.
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8. Year 8 History: Persecution

Jim Crow

Jim Crow Laws

What? Southern states passed ‘Jim Crow’ laws to reduce the 

rights and freedom of the newly freed African 

American people.

These new laws segregated (kept separate) African 

Americans and white Americans.

The laws began from 1877 and were not officially 

abolished until the Civil Rights Act in 1964.

Jim Crow Laws

What? African Americas were to have separate facilities to 

white Americans, such as: seats on the bus, public 

toilets, public water fountains, schools, libraries, 

churches, seats/entrances to the theatre, places 

refused to serve African Americans and many others.

African Americans were not treated equally in the 

south.

Many moved north and to the west to escape these 

restrictive laws.
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9. Year 8 History: Persecution

Holocaust: before the Second World War

Date Event Detail

1924 Mein Kampf Hitler wrote Mein Kampf (my struggle) in which he set 

out his views about the Jews and what should happen 

to them.

1933 Hitler comes 

to power in 

Germany

Immediately he begins to introduce anti-Semitic laws 

and propaganda into Germany.

1935 Nuremburg 

Laws

The Nazis passed the laws which stated:

-Jews were no longer citizens of Germany (this meant 

they lost many rights)

-Jews could no longer marry other Germans

1936 Laws against 

Jews

Jews must hand in all bikes and radios that they own.

Date Event Detail

1938 Kristallnacht Goebbels blamed the Jews for the death of a 

German diplomat in Paris.

This unleashed a wave of violence.

Synagogues, businesses and home were all 

destroyed and 26,000 Jews were arrested and 

sent to concentration camps.

1939 Start of 

World War 

Two

This meant many more Jews were living within 

the German Empire. A new solution was needed 

to deal with them.
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10. Year 8 History: Persecution

Holocaust: During the Second World War

Date Event Detail

1939 Ghettoes The Nazis began to round up the Jews 

in certain areas and force them to live 

in walled off areas of cities (ghettos) in 

appalling condition (little food and 

medicine).

One such example of this was the 

Warsaw ghetto in Poland

1939-41 Einsatzgruppen SS killing squads followed behind the 

army rounding up the Jews and 

transporting them to mass graves were 

they would be shot and buried.

Date Event Detail

1942 Final 

Solution

The Nazi leaders decided that the killing squads 

were not quick enough and the men started to 

complain that the mass shootings were affecting 

them psychologically.

Leading Nazis met at Wannsee to decide the 

Final Solution.

A series of death camps were to be set up where 

Jews would be killed in the gas chambers and 

then burnt in incinerators.

1945 End of 

World War 

Two

6 million Jews have been murdered during the 

Holocaust.
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11. Year 8 History: Persecution

Holocaust: Key terms

Key terms Definition

Holocaust Persecution and murder of European Jews 

during 1933-1945

Einsatzgruppen Killing squads sent to massacre Jews

Ghetto Walled off area of a city where Jews were 

forced to live in horrendous conditions.

Concentration 

Camp

Camp were people were forced to work long 

hours with little food and rest. This led to some 

inmates dying from the conditions in the camp.

Key terms Definition

Sonderkommando Work units of Jews that were forced to empty 

the gas chambers and dispose of the bodies.

Death Camp Camp where Nazi enemies would be 

murdered in gas chambers on arrival.

Auschwitz Death camp in Poland.

Propaganda Biased information to give only one side. 

Nazis used his to portray the Jews 

negatively.
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12. Year 8 History: Persecution

Apartheid

Date Event

1910 The Union of South Africa was formed.

1948 The National Party won the election and brought in white 

rule (Apartheid) in South Africa.

1952 Nelson Mandela led a campaign of defiance against 

Apartheid. People refused to follow the segregation laws 

and many were arrested.

1953 64 Rands was spent on white pupils but just 9 Rands on 

black pupils.

1959 & 

1960

Further demonstrations were held. On one march the police 

opened fire and 69 people were killed.

Date Event

1962 Mandela was arrested and sentenced to 27 years in prison.

1976 Soweto uprising by students. Police fire and kill two protestors 

however students continue to protest into the 1980s.

1989 F.W. de Klerk becomes President and begins to introduce a 

series of reforms that will eventually lead to the end of Apartheid.

1990 Mandela was released from jail.

1994 South Africa holds its first nationwide ballot.

Mandela is elected as President of South Africa, bringing the era 

of Apartheid to an end.
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13. Year 8 History: Persecution

Apartheid

Key rules during Apartheid

Marriages between whites and blacks was not allowed.

The police had the power to arrest without evidence.

Black pupils were not expected to continue in school beyond primary level.

Public spaces were segregated, for example; cinemas, beaches, buses and 

toilets.
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14. Year 8 History: Persecution

Cambodian Genocide: Events

Date Event

1953 Cambodia becomes independent from 

France.

1969-

1970

Vietnam War bombing

US bombs Cambodia as part of the war.

This bombing helps the Khmer Rouge in the 

civil war.

1975 Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge come to power 

in Cambodia

Genocide: The deliberate killing of a large group of people, 

especially those of a particular nation or ethnic group.

Date Event

January 

1977

Education was banned.

All children eight years and older were sent to re-

education camps.

1975-

1979

Genocide in Cambodia

20% of the population is murdered.

1979 Vietnam invades and Pol Pot's rule ends, as 

does the genocide.
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15. Year 8 History: Persecution

Cambodian Genocide: Pol Pot

Key rules under Pol Pot

'Year Zero' the country was meant to start all over again.

Cities were cleared. People went sent to the countryside to work on 

farms.

Religion was banned.

Money was banned.

Children were taken from parents and re-educated.

Middle class, teachers, lawyers, doctors and people who spoke a 

foreign lanague were all treated as threats and sent to the Killing Fields.
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16. Year 8 History: Persecution

Rwandan Genocide: Events

Date Event

1894 Germany colonises Rwanda.

They favour the Tutsi minority.

1916 Belgium gain Rwanda after WW1.

They also gives the Tutsi more power even though 

they account for around 10% of the population.

1962 Rwanda gains independence from Belgium.

The Belgium's leave the Hutu's in charge.

Violence breaks out between the different religions.

Date Event

1990-1994 The Rwandan Patriotic Front (Tutsi) invade Rwanda to 

try and regain power from the Hutus.

A civil war begins, anti-Tutsi propaganda is spread.

6th April 

1994

Rwanda's President plane is shot down, the Tutsi are 

blamed.

Hutu militias use this as an excuse to start a Genocide.

April- July 

1994

Hutu militias kill 800,000 Tutsi and some Hutus.

The killings are carried out by hand using machete and 

clubs.
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17. Year 8 History: Persecution

Rwandan Genocide: Events and key terms

Key terms Definition

Hutu Origins are unclear but it has been used to 

describe people forming the majority population in 

Rwanda.

Tutsi Origins are unclear but it has been used to describe 

people forming a minority of the population of Rwanda. 

The main victims of the 1994 Rwandan Genocide.

Genocide The deliberate killing of a large group of 

people, especially those of a particular ethnic group or 

nation.

Date Event

July 1994 Ten United Nations peacekeepers were killed trying 

to stop the violence.

International governments and the UN failed to stop 

the killings and did not send any more troops.

July 1994 The Rwandan Patriotic Front continued its 

advance, gaining control of the country and 

stopping the genocide.
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Holocaust

CambodiaRwanda

18. Year 8 History: Persecution Modern 
Genocides Venn diagram

Occurred 
after the UN 
was set up

Targeting of elite 
and political 
opponents in 

society

Systematic killing

Dictator-led

Targeting of 
the ‘other’ in 

society

Colonial past increased 
tensions between groups

No organisation
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Gas chambersAnti-Semitism

Targeting of 
perceived 
opponents

20th 
century

Propaganda

Year 8 History

Issues in the Modern World
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1. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Why is there conflict in the Middle East?

Date Event Description

1948 May: UN partition 

plan and start 

of1st Arab-Israeli 

war

The new state of Israel was created from 

around 55% of previously Palestinian 

lands. Neighbouring countries immediately 

attacked, provoking a war which Israel 

won.​

1956 The Sinai-Suez 

War

Israel attacked Egypt, supported by 

Britain and France. Israel won the war. 

The UN forced them to give back land 

gained, but UN forces stayed to police the 

borders, and provide security.​

Date Event Description

1967 Six Day War Israel won a quick victory against 

the combined Arab armies of 

Egypt, Jordan and Syria. Israel 

tripled in size as a result, gaining 

full control of Jerusalem.​

1964-

80s

PLO terrorist 

activities

Some Palestinians turned to 

terrorism because they thought 

they could not win a war.​
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2. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Why is there conflict in the Middle East?

Date Event Description

From 

1947

Palestinian 

refugees

There are believed to be around four million Palestinian 

refugees living in neighbouring Arab countries and 

elsewhere, as a result of wars and Israeli occupation.​
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3. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Why is there conflict in the Middle East?

Date Event Description

From 1967 Israelis 

built settle

ments in 

Gaza and 

the West 

Bank

The land used for settlements now 

makes up about 40% of the West 

Bank. The settlements in Gaza were 

demolished by the Israeli government 

in 2005, as part of the peace 

agreements.​

1987 First 

Intifada

Angry, young Palestinians began to 

throw stones at Israeli settlers and 

troops. Israel responded by use of 

force.​

Date Event Description

1993-95 Oslo 

Accords

These were peace agreements 

that created the Palestinian 

National Authority. Palestinians 

had finally got back land, but not a 

state. Some were still angry, and 

joined Hamas, which continued 

terrorist activities.​
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4. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Why is there conflict in the Middle East?

Date Event Description

2003 Israel began a barrier wall 

around the settlements to 

protect their security

The UN has ruled that this 

wall is illegal because it 

prevents Palestinians from 

travelling freely in their lands. 

Discussions are ongoing.​

2011 Palestinians asked the 

UN for recognition as a 

state. President Obama 

said there must 

be peace talks first.

The USA is threatening to cut 

off aid to the Palestinian 

Authority if its leaders continue 

to make demands.​

Date Event Description

2017 President Trump 

recognises 

Jerusalem as the 

capital of Israel.

Israel and Palestine both 

had claims on Jerusalem 

and most countries used 

Tel Aviv as Israel’s capital.​
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5. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Is the UN pointless?

Institution Function

General Assembly All members have a vote.

Passes the budget.

Can discuss issues and try to create solutions.

Security Council 15 member, 5 permanent (UK, USA, Russia, China 

& France).

Vote on peace keeping missions and use of force 

by UN members.

5 permanent members have a veto over all 

decisions.

Institution Function

International 

Court of 

Justice

To provide legal advice to members.

To settle any disputes between 

members legally.
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6. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Is the UN pointless?

Key studies of peace 

keeping missions

Cote d'Ivoire

Why the UN went? In 2004 the country was in civil war.

What they did? 6000 peacekeepers were deployed in 2004.

70,000 combatants were disarmed.

Peaceful presidential elections could go ahead.

Results Ivorian armed forces have been trained and 

strengthened.

Now one of the fastest growing economies in Africa at 9%
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7. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Is the UN pointless?

Key studies of peace 

keeping missions

Liberia

Why the UN went? Liberia had two civil wars in 1989 and 2003.

Half of the population was displaced.

What they did? Between 2003-2018 over 126,000 peacekeepers were 

deployed.

Disarmed over 100,000 combatants.

Ensured that displaced people could return home.

Results A new Liberia was set up, police and courts were reformed.

Liberia's borders became safe and stable.
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8. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Is the UN pointless?

Successes

The UN has helped more than 34 million refugees, most recently in 

Syria and Yemen.

Since 1948 the UN has led 71 peace keeping missions to help end 

conflicts and provide security in countries such as El Salvador, Namibia 

and Tajikistan.

The UN has encouraged countries to give up nuclear weapons and has 

been successful in the cases of South Africa and Kazakhstan.

Providing vaccination for 58% of children in the World and helping 

30 million pregnant women a year.

Successes

The UN has provided food for 90 million people in over 75 

countries.

UNICEF is dedicated to helping children in the 

World. UNICEF has helped provide nearly 2 billion people with 

water; immunised 40% of the world’s children, helping to save 

3 million lives a year ; and has helped reduce the number of deaths 

of children under five by 50% since 1990.
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9. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Is the UN pointless?

Failures

Peace keeping in Somalia failed and the country remains a failed state 

to the present day.

The UN peace keeping force in Rwanda failed to prevent the genocide 

in 1994. The UN also did nothing to stop the Cambodian genocide.

In Srebrenica in 1995 UN peacekeepers did nothing as 8000 Muslim 

men and boys were murdered by Bosnian-Serbian forces during the 

civil war.

The UN has failed to reach a settlement in the dispute between Israel 

and Palestine.

Failures

After the 2010 earthquake UN aid workers were blamed for 

spreading cholera which killed more than 10,000 people.

The UN has failed to act to end the war in Yemen largely as 

the USA is Saudi Arabia’s ally and vetoes any proposals put 

forward.
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10. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Who is/has been the most dangerous leader in the world today? 

Key question Details

Name and title President Donald Trump (since 2017 until 

2021)

Country United States of America

Army 1.3 million soldiers.

Weapons USA is the only country to have used nuclear 

weapons on another country (Japan in WW2).

The USA has 3 types of weapons of mass 

destruction: nuclear, chemical and biological

Key question Details

Actions Trump’s ‘Muslim ban’ which was in effect from January 2017 

to March 2017 stopped the migration of people from majority 

Muslim countries like Syria and Iran.

During the COVID-19 outbreak in 2020, Trump suggested 

people should inject themselves with disinfectant to kill the 

disease.

Beliefs Publicly supported the use of torture on suspected terrorists 

in America.

Trump’s Tweets show he thinks climate change is a myth 

and created by and for the Chinese.
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11. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Who is/has been the most dangerous leader in the world today? 

Key 

question

Details

Name and 

title

Supreme Leader of North Korea Kim Jong-

un (since 2011)

Country North Korea

Army 950,000 soldiers.

Weapons 20-30 nuclear weapons but has the 

equipment/ materials to make 20-60 more 

nuclear weapons.

Also has chemical and biological weapons.

In 2015, Kim Jong-un suggested North 

Korea could launch a hydrogen bomb.

Key question Details

Actions Kim Jong-un rules North Korea as a dictator- elections are not 

fair.

People who speak against the government are sent to labour 

camps where millions have died.

If someone is found guilty of a crime not only are they 

punished but also their family members- this is part of the law.

Kim Jong-un has ordered the execution of his own government 

ministers and the assassination of his half-brother.

All communication and media is censored by the state.
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12. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Who is/has been the most dangerous leader in the world today? 

Key question Details

Name and title President Vladimir Putin (1999 to 2008 

and then again in 2012-present)

Country Russia

Army 900,000 active and 2 million reserves.

Weapons Estimated that Russia has 6,500 nuclear 

weapons and 39,967 tons of chemical 

weapons.

It is believed that Putin sold materials to 

North Korea so they could make their 

own nuclear weapons.

Key question Details

Actions People who oppose Putin are imprisoned.

Russia is not a member of NATO and Putin has actively worked to 

discourage countries near Russia from joining NATO.

Many believe Putin instructed 2 Russian soldiers to poison ex-

Russian spy, Sergei Skripal, and his daughter in Salisbury, England 

in 2018.

Beliefs In 2013 a law known as the ‘anti-gay law’ was approved which 

banned all homosexual content in the media.

The law sparked an increase in violence against people in the 

LGBTQ+ community in Russia.
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13. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Who is/has been the most dangerous leader in the world today? 

Key question Details

Name and 

title

Xi Jinping President of the People’s Republic of 

China (since 2013)

Country China

Army 2 million active soldiers and 500,000 reserves.

Weapons Estimated that China has 260 nuclear weapons.

China’s nuclear weapons are developing, by the 

mid-2020s their missiles could threaten the USA.

Chinese technology might be being used to spy on 

people all around the world.

Key question Details

Actions Xi Jinping’s ‘Belt and Road’ policy has been criticised for trying to 

control countries around the world rather than help them.

China is very heavily censored- in 2017 Winnie the Pooh was 

blocked on Chinese social media after Xi Jining was compared to 

Winnie the Pooh in a popular meme.

Xi Jinping ended the 2-term presidency limit in 2018 which means he 

can serve as president for as long as he is ‘voted’ in.

Xi Jinping’s ‘re-education camps’ have been said to be like 

concentration camps for Muslims where they are beaten, raped and 

under surveillance.

113

14. Year 8 Issues in the Modern World

Who is/has been the most dangerous leader in the world today? 

Key 

question

Details

Name and 

title

President Jair Bolsonaro (since 2019)

Country Brazil

Army 334,500 soldiers and 1 million reserves

Weapons Brazil has said they do not have any 

nuclear weapons, but they do they do have 

the equipment to create nuclear weapons.

Plans for nuclear weapons have been 

found in Brazil but the government deny 

they have any.

Key 

question

Details

Actions Supported Trump’s actions of the assassination of Iranian General, 

Qasem Soleimani, in 2020.

Beliefs Known as ‘Brazil’s Trump’ in newspapers and the media.

He wants to return Brazil to a dictatorship.

Supports the cutting down of the rainforest to make room for farms- 

deforestation increased by 88% in his first month as president.

Bolsonaro believes women should not get paid the same as men in the 

same job because they go on maternity leave.

He has made homophobic comments against the LGBTQ+ community.
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15. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Causes of 9/11 Terror Attacks

Cause Details

War and 

violence

The American government supported Israel in 

the conflict with Palestine (which is a mainly 

Muslim country).

Al-Qaeda was based in Afghanistan which was 

a struggling state due to violence between 

Russian invaders and rebel forces (the 

Taliban).

Since the Gulf War in 1991, there have been 

American soldiers stationed in Saudi Arabia

Cause Details

Religion Bin Laden, the leader of Al-Qaeda, felt that American culture 

was a threat to the teachings of Islam.

Leaders within Al-Qaeda  twisted the message of passages 

from the Quran to suggest that their jihad (holy war) against 

Western countries was what Allah wanted.

Mecca and Medina (2 very important religious areas for 

Muslims) are in Saudi Arabia. Having American troops in this 

holy place led to Bin Laden feeling it was against the Islamic 

religion.
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16. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Causes of 9/11 Terror Attacks

Cause Details

Economic After Iraq invaded Kuwait (another country) the 

United Nations stopped all trading with Iraq as 

a punishment.
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17. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Events of 9/11 Terror Attacks

Event Details

Flight 11 Crashed into the north tower of the World 

Trade Centre killing many people instantly.

Flight 175 Crashed into the south tower of the World 

Trade Centre 17 minutes after Flight 11.

Collapse The fires caused by the crashes melted the 

floors of the towers creating pressure to build 

and the floors to collapse.

Dust clouds coated New York City.

Event Details

Rescue More then 5,000 people were declared missing.

5 survivors were found in 24 hours after the 

collapse.

412 emergency workers (police, firefighters, 

ambulance staff) were killed after the building 

collapsed whilst they were evacuating the 

building.
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18. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Events of 9/11 Terror Attacks

Event Details

Flight 77 Crashed into the west side of the Pentagon.

The Pentagon is the headquarters building of the 

United States Department of Defense.

Flight 93 Hijacked and headed towards Washington DC with 

the White House or Capitol Building as the target.

Passengers heard through their mobile phones 

about the other plane hijackings.

Passengers fought the hijackers and the plane 

crashed in a field killing those on board.

Event Details

Death toll 2,977 people died during the 9/11 attacks.

This was the biggest terrorist attack on 

American soil.

People called it the second Pearl Harbour.
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19. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Impact of 9/11 Terror Attacks

Impact Details

Economic 143,000 people lost their jobs in New York in  1 month.

$2.8 billion worth of wages were lost in the first 3 

months.

Damage done to the World Trade Centre was $60 

billion.

Cleaning up the destruction in New York City cost $750 

million.

From 2001-2009 America spent $778 billion on their 

war in Afghanistan.

Event Details

Political President George W. Bush declared a War on Terror and 

less than a month after 9/11, U.S. troops invaded 

Afghanistan in an attempt to destroy Al-Qaeda, the group 

responsible for the attacks.

Countries, including America and the UK, formed the 

Northern Alliance and sent troops to Afghanistan and took 

control of the capital- Kabul.

Immigration laws became stricter which made it more difficult 

to move to other countries.
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20. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Impact of 9/11 Terror Attacks

Impact Details

Social Globally there has been an increase in Islamophobia 

and racism against Muslims.

In 2016 the number of assaults against Muslims in 

America had increase by 50%.

75% of Muslims in America say they suffer from 

significant discrimination on a daily basis.

Further attacks in Bali, Morocco, Spain and London on 

7/7 made people more aware of ‘suspicious’ behaviour 

or objects (unattended bags) in public.

Impact Details

Social Airports around the world have increased their passenger 

security: full body scans, pat-downs and restrictions on 

the amount of liquids per passenger have been 

introduced.

Around the world Muslim migrants found getting a job 

and good housing difficult especially in America and 

Europe.

Many studies show that the wages (income) of Muslims 

in America have decreased since 9/11.
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Date Event Details

1865 Abolition of 

slavery

President Abraham Lincoln abolishes slavery, 

through the 13th Amendment, after his victory in 

the American Civil War.

1870s Jim Crow 

laws

A series of laws were introduced in southern 

states, they legalised discrimination against 

black people.

1915 The Klu 

Klux Klan

A second wave of the Ku Klux Klan was 

formed; this was a group of extremists who 

opposed African Americans and many religious 

groups.

Date Event Details

1954 De-

segregation 

of schools

The NAACP (National Association for the 

Advancement of Coloured People) successfully 

campaigned for segregated schools to be 

banned, claiming that it was harmful to black 

students and unconstitutional.

The Supreme Court agreed, and schools were 

integrated.

22. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Did the end of slavery make all people equal in America?
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Date Event Details

1955 Rosa 

Parks

Rosa Parks was arrested for refusing to 

give up her seat for a white person.

To support her, many white and African 

Americans boycotted buses in 

Montgomery, Alabama.

The bus company lost 80% of its profits 

and was forced to de-segregate its buses.

Date Event Details

1957 The Little 

Rock Nine

After segregation of schools had been 

abolished, a group of nine black students 

started at Little Rock High school.

But they were faced with angry protesters 

and federal troops (army) had to escort them 

into the racially segregated school.

23. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Did the end of slavery make all people equal in America?
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Date Event Details

1963 Martin Luther 

King Jr’s

‘I have a 

dream 

speech’

Over 200,000 people came to hear 

Martin Luther King make his speech – 

now recognised as one of the most 

famous speeches in history – and they 

took part in a peaceful march for Civil 

Rights in Washington DC.

Date Event Details

1964 Civil Rights 

Act

This law recognised that black Americans lived 

in poorer housing, had lower paid jobs and 

less access to healthcare and education.

The Act tried to bring equality by making the 

segregation of public places illegal. Many 

southern states opposed this law, and many 

felt it didn’t do enough

24. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Did the end of slavery make all people equal in America?
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Date Event Details

1965 The Voting 

Rights Act

African Americans had been prevented 

from voting in many southern states 

through intimidation and ‘literacy 

tests’.  This law made these tests illegal 

and as a result there was a huge 

increase in African Americans 

registering to vote.

Date Event Details

1992 LA Riots Riots broke out in Los Angeles after 4 

police officers had been found not guilty for 

using excessive force when arresting 

Rodney King a black man.

Many were enraged as there had been 

video footage of the police officers beating 

an unarmed Rodney King which had been 

broadcast on the news.

25. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Did the end of slavery make all people equal in America?
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Date Event Details

2012 Trayvon Martin 

shooting

17-year-old Trayvon Martin, an African-

American unarmed teenager, was shot by 

George Zimmerman on the way back from 

buying sweets from the local shop.

His behaviour was seen as ‘suspicious’ by 

Zimmerman.

Zimmerman was questioned for 5 hours but 

released by claiming self-defence- he was 

found not guilty during the trial.

Date Event Details

2020 Ahmaud 

Arbery’s 

shooting

Ahmaud Arbery, a 25-year-old African 

American man, was shot twice by a 

shotgun whilst he was out jogging.

Gregory McMichael and his son Travis 

thought Arbery was a burglar.

Arbery was killed in February but the 

McMichaels were only arrested in May.

26. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Did the end of slavery make all people equal in America?
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Key Individual Details

Rosa Parks Refused to give up her seat on a segregated 

bus and was arrested.

This sparked a statewide boycott of the buses 

which led to them being de-segregated.

Martin Luther 

King Jr

Fought for the Civil Rights of African Americans 

using peaceful methods.

Made the famous ‘I have a Dream’ speech in 

front of 200,000 people.

Malcolm X Encouraged African Americans to fight for their 

Civil Rights using more militant actions.

Keywords Meaning

De-segregate African Americans no longer had to have 

different/separate facilities than white people.

Boycott To stop using a certain service as an act of 

protest.

Sit-ins A form of protest in which demonstrators occupy 

a place, refusing to leave until their demands 

are met.

Supreme Court The highest legal court in America.

Unconstitutional When the actions of a government is against the 

rights of its people.

27. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Did the end of slavery make all people equal in America?
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28. Year 8 History: Issues in the Modern World

Why is China so powerful?

Key Statistics

Population 1.3 billion (largest in the World)

Army 2.3 million

Economy 2nd in the World (US is 1st)

GDP 7.298 trillion dollars

Growth rate 9%
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Year 8 History

Assessment question structures

4 marks = 5 minutes = 1 paragraph
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PEEL- How to explain

129

Point
What is your opinion?

• I think...
• One way...
• A consequence was...
• The importance of...
• The main cause was...

Evidence
Which examples link to 

your opinion?

• For example…
• This can be seen through
• This is demonstrated 

by….
• A prime example of this 

is…
• We can see evidence of 

this when we look at 
the…

• This is reflected in…
• This links to the fact...

Explain
What does your 
evidence show?

• This shows us that…
• This demonstrates how…
• From this we can 

assume that…
• This is significant 

because…
• This embodies/ 

epitomises/reflects the 
importance of…

• As a result of this…
• If this did not happen 

then…
• Therefore, this shows...
• This suggests...

Link
How does your opinion 

link or compare to 
others?

In contrast…
• Although this was 

important, it was less 
important than… 
because…

• However…
• Alternatively…
• Even though…
• This links to...

1. Year 8 History: Assessment questions structures

Source Analysis

130

How to analyse a source Sentence starters
1. What can you see?/What does it say?

• Describe what you can see if it is an image 
based source.

• Pick out words/phrases from the source 
which help you work out what it says

In the source I can see…

In the source it says…

2. What does it mean?
• Explain the main message/meaning of the 

source.
• If it is an image based source, explain what 

the imagery in the source 
means/symbolises.

This means…

Therefore, this suggests…

3. What do I know?
• Explain how the message/meaning of the 

source links to your own knowledge.

This links to the fact…

I know this to be true because…



Interpretation Analysis
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How to analyse an interpretation Sentence starters
1. Summarise the interpretation into 1 sentence 

of your own words.
The interpretation says…

2. Link back to your own knowledge This links to the fact…

I know this to be true because…



M
ap

 o
f E

ur
op

e 
be

fo
re

 1
91

4 
(W

W
1)

13
2



M
ap

 o
f E

ur
op

e 
af

te
r 1

91
8 

(W
W

1)

13
3



M
ap

 o
f E

ur
op

e 
no

w

13
4



M
ap

 o
f w

or
ld

 n
ow

13
5



A

13
6



B

13
7



C

13
8









Year 8 Music Knowledge Organiser
Page 2 – Musical Elements
Page 3 – Dynamics
Page 4 – Tempo
Page 5 – Rhythm
Page 7 – Notation
Page 8 – Pitch
Page 9 – Musical Structure
Page 10- Instruments of the orchestra
Page 12- Blues
Page 14 – Classical Music
Page 16 – Indian Classical Music
Page 17 – Romantic Era – programme music
Page 18 - Popular Song
Page 19 – Computer game music
Page 21 – Composing

1

Musical Elements

2Year 8 Music

Keyword​ Definition​ Example​

Pulse​ The beat of the music. Every piece of music has a heartbeat. It doesn't need to 
be played by drums - you can ‘feel’ the beat.​

"the pulse of the music is steady"​

Tempo​ The speed of the music. Music can change tempo within a piece. We often describe it 
using Italian words​

"the tempo is fast"​

Pitch​ How high or how low a sound is. "the music is high"​

Dynamics​ The Volume of the Music. Music can change dynamics within a piece. We often describe 
it using Italian words​

"the music is quiet and then 
gets louder"​

Structure​ Music is divided into sections. The order of these sections create structure. 
For example verse and chorus/ Binary/Ternary​

"the music starts with an 
'A' section"​

Texture​ How the different musical layers combine. A single melody creates a thin sound. Adding 
more parts/layers creates a thicker sound.

"there are lots of 
instruments playing lots of 
different melodies"​

Timbre​ Each instrument has a unique sound – this individual sound is its timbre. 
When describing sound first try to describe the instrument and then how it is played​

" the flute has a warm 
timbre when played low down"​

Rhythm​ Each note can have a long or short duration. Putting different notes together creates a 
rhythm​

"there are lots of 
crotchet rhythms in this piece"​

Melody​ The ‘tune’ of the music – the part we sing along to​ " the melody of this song is made 
up of lots of repeated sections"​



pp

pianissimo

very soft

p

piano

mp

mezzo 
piano

moderately 
soft

mf

mezzo 
forte

moderately 
loud

f

forte

loud

ff

fortissimo

very loudsoft

crescendo diminuendo

Dynamics - volume

Year 8 Music 3

allegretto

quickly

lento

very 
slowly

adagio

slowly

andante

at a 
walking 
pace

very
quickly

allegro

accelerando : getting faster

rallentando: getting slower

Tempo - speed

4Year 8 Music



semibreve
4 beats

crotchet
1 beat

crotchet
1 beat

minim
2 beats

quaver
½ beat

quaver
½ beat

quaver
½ beat

quaver
½ beat

crotchet
1 beat

crotchet
1 beat

minim
2 beats

quaver
½ beat

quaver
½ beat

quaver
½ beat

quaver
½ beat

semiquaver ¼ beat semiquaver ¼ beat semiquaver ¼ beat semiquaver ¼ beat

Rhythm - note durations

5
Year 8 Music

Rhythm 

6
Year 8 Music

Dotted Minim: 3 Beats

Bar line – this divides up the music: You are 
allowed so many beats in each bar.

4 Beats in a bar

3 Beats in a bar

Syncopated Rhythm: playing on the weak beats of the 
bar (like the offbeat)



Musical Notation

Treble Clef

Bass Clef

Time signature

Key signature Bar line

Musical stave

Bar

Pitch – how high or low a note is

Bass Clef Notes

Notes on the line:   Every Green Bus Drives Fast

Notes in the space:  FACE

Notes on the line  Good Burritos Don’t Fall Apart

Notes in the space  All Cows Eat Grass

Treble Clef Notes

Sharp

Flat

Natural

A sharp makes the note higher

A flat makes the note lower

A natural cancels out any sharps 
or flats

Chromatic Notes that are sharp and flat – but they 
were not in the key signature – they just 
appear in the music

8
Year 8 Music



Keyword Definition
Structure The way different sections of music are put 

together

Binary Two contrasting sections of music which are not 
repeated later on in the piece:

Ternary Two contrasting sections of music, where the first 
section is repeated later on:

Conjunct A melody that moves up and down in step

Disjunct A melody that moves up and down by large 
jumps/leaps

Modulate To change key in a piece

Chord More than one note played at the same time: play 
a note, miss a note, play a note, miss a note, play a 
note on the keyboard

Major A 'happy' sounding key

Minor A 'sad' sounding key

Musical Structures

9

Chord example

Instruments of the Orchestra

Keyword Definition

Instrument An object that makes a musical sound

String Family Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass, Harp

Woodwind 
Family

Flute, Clarinet, Oboe, Saxophone, Bassoon

Percussion 
Family

Anything you hit or shake: Drum, 
Glockenspiel, Triangle, Tambourine

Brass Family Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn, Tuba

Conductor The person in charge of the Orchestra – 
leading them from the front

Orchestra A group of musicians playing together – 
containing woodwind, strings, brass and 
percussion 10



String Family

Violin Viola Cello Double Bass

Woodwind Family

Flute Clarinet Oboe Bassoon Saxophone

Brass Family

Trumpet Trombone French 
Horn Tuba

Percussion Family

Timpani Glockenspiel (metal)
Xylophone (wooden) Triangle Snare Drum Bass Drum Tambourine

Keyboards

Piano Keyboard

11

Harpsichord

Keyword Definition
Scat Using your voice as an instrument in order to 

sing without lyrics

Syncopation Off-beat rhythm

Improvisation Making music up on the spot

Blues Scale A particular scale (pattern) of notes used in 

Blues music

Blue Note A flattened note on the 3rd or 7th of the scale

12 Bar Blues The chord structure used in Blues music

Chord Two or more notes played at the same time 

in one part

Walking Bass A Bassline that moves at a moderate pace 

usually stepwise up or down the scale

Call and 

Response

A song style in which the leader sings a call 

and the rest of the group responds

Blues 1: Keywords

12Year 8 Music

Keyword Definition
Work Song A song that was sung by slaves in order to 

promote faster work

Spirituals Songs sung by slaves with themes of 

yearning for freedom, to be lifted out of 

suffering and the belief that a higher power 

will help a person persevere in tough 

times.

Ostinato A repeated pattern – usually a rhythm or 

bassline

Slave Someone ‘owned’ by someone else: often 

forced to work against their will for little/no 

money

Swing Rhythm The first bit of the beat is longer as it steals 

time from the second bit to give the music a 

swinging feel.



Blues 2 

C C C C

F F C C

G F C C

12 Bar Blues Chord Sequence in C

C Major Chord F Major Chord G Major Chord

F A C G B D

G7 Chord

G B D F

I I I I

IV IV I I

V IV I I

I Chord 1

IV Chord 4

V Chord 5

Instruments in the Blues

Violin Piano Trumpet Double Bass Saxophone

Acoustic 
Guitar

Electric GuitarBanjo
Harmonica Bass Guitar

C E G

13Year 8 Music

Keyword Definition
Concerto Solo instrument plus an orchestra

Symphony Played by a full orchestra

Sonata Piece for solo instrument (either solo piano 

or solo instrument with piano 

accompaniment)

Cadence Mark the end of a phrase

Perfect 

Cadence

The music sounds ‘finished’: Chord V – 

Chord I

Imperfect 

Cadence

The music doesn’t sound quite ‘finished’: 

The phrase ends on chord V

Interrupted 

Cadence

The music sounds definitely not finished – 

like its been stopped midway – Ends on 

chord VI

Diatonic 

Harmony

Harmony ( chords) that belong to the key

Chromatic 

Notes

Notes that do not belong to the Key

The Classical Era: 1750-1810 

14Year 8 Music

Keyword Definition

Major A more ‘happy’ sounding key

Minor A more ‘sad’ sounding key

Phrase Short section of music where the melody 

seems naturally to fall. Sometimes this is 4 

bars, but shorter and longer phrases occur. 

Sometimes a phrase may be contained within 

one breath

Homophonic 

Texture

A type of texture: Where all the parts move 

in block chords

Homophonic 

Texture: Melody 

plus 

accompaniment

A type of texture: Where there is one melody 

with a simple accompaniment

Polyphonic 

Texture

A type of texture where there are lots of 

interweaving melodies



Family Instruments

String Family Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass, Harp

Woodwind 

Family

Flute, Oboe, Bassoon,

Percussion 

Family

Timpani, Triangle, Bass Drum, Snare Drum

Brass Family Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn, Tuba

Conductor The person in charge of the Orchestra – 

leading them from the front

The Classical Era: 1750-1810 

Facts
Important Composers: Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn

Classical melodies have a clear and simple structure – often 

with balanced phrases

Balanced Phrases are where the music sounds like there is a 

question and then an answer

Classical texture is often homophonic  – melody plus 

accompaniment

Tempo in classical music will rarely change – one speed 

throughout

Harmony in classical music is normally diatonic (this means 

there are not too many surprising notes and chords)

15Year 8 Music

Keyword Definition
Raga A set of notes (between 5 and 8) – like a scale

Sitar Stringed instrument – often plays the melody

Tabla The rhythm is played on the tabla

Tala The rhythm of the raga – a set pattern of beats

Tambura An instrument that plays the accompaniment – 

sounds a bit like a drone

Drone A long, held on sound

Alap Opening section of music where the sitar player 

improvises freely with no pulse. The Tambura plays 

a drone

Classical Music from North India 

Facts

Music is based on ragas (special types of scales)

A piece of Indian Classical Music is also called a Raga

Indian Ragas are often improvised

A raga has 4 sections: The Alap, The Jhor, The Jhala, The Gat or 

Bandish

Sitar Tabla

Tambura

16Year 8 Music



Keyword Definition

Programme Music Music that that is intended to evoke images or 

convey the impression of events

Motif A recurring theme or idea

Pedal Note A note that is held down or repeated over and over 

again

Cluster Chord Several notes played together as a chord 

deliberately designed to make a “clashing” 

dissonant sound

Ascending Melody Notes get higher in pitch

Descending Melody Notes get lower in pitch

Conjunct Melody Melody moves in step

Disjunct Melody Melody jumps around – does not move in step

Major Tonality The music sounds ‘happy’

Programme Music: From the Romantic era 1810 - 1900 

New instruments were added in this era

Glockenspiel (metal) Xylophone (wooden)

Clarinet Piccolo

17Year 8 Music

Keyword Definition

Minor Tonality The Music sounds ‘sad’

Chromatic Notes that are sharpened or flattened and do not 

belong to the key- often used for expressive 

purposes

Thick Texture The music sounds ‘big’ and ‘busy’ – lots of 

instruments playing different things

Thin Texture There is only one thing happening in the music  - 

even if there are lots of instruments playing

Important 

Composers

Chopin, Saens Sans, Rachmaninov, Tchaikovsky

Keyword Definition
Verse A part of the song that tells the story and has 

different words but the same melody each time it 

is heard

Chorus A part of the song that is repeated with the same 

words and melody each time it is heard

Middle 8 A section in the middle of the song that is usually 8 

or 16 bars long and introduces a different melody. 

It can also be instrumental.

Introduction A short section of music which opens the song and 

sets the tone and speed which are to follow

Outro The section of the song that allows it to fade or 

end in style

Pre-

Chorus/Bridge

A short section which connects the verse and the 

chorus

Hook A short riff or passage near the beginning of the 

song designed to capture the ear of the listener

Popular Song

18Year 8 Music

Keyword Definition
Lyricist The person responsible for writing the lyrics 

(words) to the song

Chord 

Sequence

The repeated chords that you find in a song – 

lots of songs use the same 4 chords over and 

over again

Loops A pre recorded sample that can be repeated 

over and over again

Sample A piece of pre-recorded sound used in a song

Cover Taking an existing song and making it your own – 

doing it your way

Acapella Singing with no accompaniment



Computer Game Music
Keyword Definition

Sound Effect An artificially created or enhanced sound used to emphasize certain actions within computer 

and video games often performed on certain CUES.

Ground Theme A name given to the music often heard over a computer or video game’s “main menu” – the 

theme by which a computer or video game is often most well known from and may continue 

throughout the entire gameplay often as ‘background music’.

Character 

Theme/Motif

Describes the music which is associated with a particular character within a computer or 

video game and may be manipulated, varied and adapted depending different situations, 

atmospheres and scenarios that the character finds themselves in within a computer or video 

game. .

Decision Motif A name given to a point within a computer or video game when the player has to make a 

decision – often accompanied by a short piece of memorable music or series of sound 

effects.

19Year 8 Music

Keyword​ Definition​

Jumping Bass Line Bass lines often move by leap (DISJUNCT MOVEMENT) in much music from 
computer and video games, leaving ‘gaps’ between the notes.

Staccato An ARTICULATION marking where notes are performed sharply and detached from 
each other to create a ‘spiky’ feel – common in much computer and video game 
music and shown by the musical symbol of a dot. CHROMATIC

Syncopation Accenting the weaker beats of the bar to give an “offbeat” or ‘jumpy’ feel to the 
music.

Soundtrack​ Computer or video game music scores.  Also, the name given to an album of music 
taken from a computer or video game sold commercially or performed on radio 
stations or in live concerts.

Cues​ A point within a computer or video game knowing when a significant event is 
about to occur – often accompanied by music or a sound effect.

Loops​ A pre recorded sample that can be repeated over and over again​

Sample​ A piece of pre-recorded sound used in a song

Computer Game Music



Composing

Try to choose chords from the same key: Below are chords in C major and A minor

Chords in A Major Chords  in Aminor

C:    CEG Am:   ACE

Dm: DFA Bm:   BDF

F:     FAC Dm:   DFA

G:    GBD Em:   EGB or    E:    EG#B

Am:  ACE F:       FAC

Whatever notes you use in the chord then try to use these for the melody

E.g. C Chord uses C, E, G – so when creating a melody make C, E or G your most important notes

Include Passing Notes to make it more interesting (these are notes that do not belong to the chord but 
that help you pass from one to the next e.g. C D E F G

21Year 8 Music
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