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The research method used by the Rapoports is 
secondary data. This is evident in the source as it 
shows that they have used the work of three other 
sociologists. Secondary data can be useful as it is 
quick and easy to access, but can be unreliable as 
you have not conducted it first hand. The Rapoports 
suggest that there is no longer a typical nuclear 
family in modern Britain, instead we have 5 types of 
family diversity; organisational, generational, social 
class, cultural and life stage. The Rapoports see 
diversity as positive because it demonstrates more 
liberal changes in society, such as the legalisation of 
same sex marriage.
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FrFrom Item… identify y the theoretical 
stastancece/resesearchch m meththod u usesed b by… 
anand exexplplaiain whatat youou knowow ofof theieir 
perperspecpective e onon… 

1. Give yourself time to read this thoroughly, 
perhaps twice.

2. Highlight key information about methods, 
sample, findings etc.

3. Remember - this will help you later in the 
exam, potentially with 12 mark questions!
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