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Y10 Types of Staging
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STAGE POSITIONS
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Approaching the 
stimulus 

What were your initial ideas? 
Thought shower them

What research did you do 
into the stimulus? 
Annotate it!

Describe two ideas for a 
possible plot based on 
your research and initial 
ideas

Evaluate which idea you 
like the best and why

Devising and Rehearsing

How did you practically 
explore ideas?

Describe key moments of 
success and difficulties 

What problems occurred in 
rehearsals? How did you 
overcome them

How did you develop the 
plot/ your character?

Performance/ Evaluation

Event

Describe strengths and 
weaknesses of the technical  
rehearsal

How did the final 
performance go? What 
feedback did the audience 
give?

How would you develop 
the piece In the future? 

How did the final piece link 
back to the stimulus?

Devising Drama : 30% of overall GCSE Grade  
Sentence describing topic/purpose of graphic organiser

PORTFOLIO WORK
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Appropriate staging: Proscenium Arch 
Theatre

The original staging for blood brothers, audience 
sits in front of the stage usually in rows. They look at 
the stage as though they were peeping through an 
imaginary ‘4th wall’

BLOOD BROTHERS

PLAYWRIGHT: Willy 
Russell

WRITTEN: 1981

SETTING: Liverpool

TIME PERIOD: 1960-1980
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Key 
scenes to 

write 
about 

Mickey

Meeting 
Edward for 

the first 
time 

Teenage 
scene with 

Linda

Final 
shooting 

scene 

Jail/ Pill 
scene 

Robbery 
scene 

For an 8 mark question on an actor’s performance – choose 
Mickey and key scenes below  



KEY SCENES TO REMEMBER
These are the key scenes that you should use if there is a 
technical question or one about social class

Shooting 
scene at 
the end 

Robbery 

Narrator 
scene: 
passing 
of timeMad 

woman 
on the 

hill

Swearing 
the oath 
on the 
bible 

Opening 
– Mickey & 

Sammie 
dead

KEY SCENES 
WITH 

ATMOSPHERE

Take a 
letter Miss 

Jones 

Unemploym
ent in the 

1980’s 

Robbery

Increase in 
crime in the 

1980’s due to 
povery

School 
scene 

TRIPARTITE 
system

Unfairness of 
class division  

Kids song 
= Cinema/ 

film 
(cowboys 

and 
Indians)

Key 
scenes 

that 
reflect 
culture/ 
society



WORDS TO DESCRIBE AN ACTOR'S PERFORMANCE
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SECTION B – LIVE THEATRE REVIEW

• 30 MARKS – 15% of the overall qualification 

• 10 marks are given for your use and understanding 
of Drama Terminology and knowledge of 
how meaning is communicated within the play. 

• 20 marks are given for your ability 
to Analyse and/or Evaluate the impact a range of elements of the play 
had on you as an audience member. You must be able to 
provide evidence using specific moments from the produc on. 



LIVE THEATRE REVIEW – PETER PAN 
Key information for Peter Pan for section B ( live theatre 
review) 30 Marks 

Has empathy 
for Mickey/ 

Linda, eddie. 
Not always 
threatening

Ominous –
changes 

atmosphere 
and style of 
the piece

Breaks 
the 4th

wallInfluenced 
by the 
Greek 
chorus

Multi-
roles

Fate/ 
Destiny

Narrator 



LIVE THEATRE REVIEW – PETER PAN 
Key information for Peter Pan for section B ( live theatre 
review) 30 Marks 

National
Theatre 

Captain 
Hook
Anna 

Francolini

Lighting 
Designer

Aideen 
Malone

Peter 
Pan: 
Paul 

Hilton

Set 
Designer 

=
Michael 

Vale

Director
= Sarah 
Cookson

Peter 
Pan

Genre =
Fantasy

Adventure

Abandonment

Motherhood

Belief/ 
Imagination

Key 
themes



ACTING QUESTION – Anna Francolini ( Mrs Darling/ Captain Hook)
Key scenes to focus on:

First appearance of 
Hook. Backlit, 
threatening. Movement 
slow, assured. 
Commands space. Spits 
words. Costume adds 
height/ power authority

Act 2 opening. Looks 
like a clown. Becomes 
more empowered as 

costume goes on. 
Impacts strength of 

voice and strong 
posture

Captain Hook’s death 
into crocodile  –

shows vulnerability 
quivering voice, 

darting eye contact. 
Screams and regains 

power in her final 
death into the 

crocodile

Return to Mrs Darling 
– gentle voice, 

slower actions and 
dynamics 

Mrs Darling getting 
ready to go out. 
Movement light, 
fast paced. Costume  
adds to this 



EXPLAINING AN ACTOR'S PERFORMANCE IN MORE SPECIFIC DETAIL
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HOW TO DESCRIBE AN ACTOR'S PERFORMANCE IN A WRITTEN EXAM
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KEY SCENES WHICH USE TECHNOLOGY EFFECTIVELY/ HAVE AN IMPACT ON AUDIENCE
Use these scenes for design questions or a section which 
had a strong impact on you as an audience member. 
Remember this could be a negative impact! 

Peter Pan’s first 
entrance: Cyclorama = 

green changes 
atmosphere. Ensemble 

puppeteer shadow with a 
green cloth. Sci fi sound 
effects with echo creates 

another wordly feeling 

Flight to Neverland: 
Ensemble use 

counter weights to 
make them fly. Bed 

rises up. Actors move 
into flying positions, 
See next page for 

more details

Captain Hook – Act 2. Stage 
revolves to reveal her. Lighting = 

side lit = creates shadows. 
Becomes more powerful as 

costume is put on. Physicality 
and Voice become stronger. 

Opening – empty stage, 
sparse. Only a bed and two 
step ladders. 
Underwhelming for 
audience. But sets theme 
audience have to imagine

Mermaid scene – lighting 
= disco ball blue light with 
a hint of red = sinister 
atmosphere. Music has 
some minor keys both 
show danger of mermaids. 
Dark glasses covering 
eyes add to this dangerous 
feel 



FLIGHT TO NEVERLAND – ORDER OF KEY MOMENTS  

Flying into space. Movement 
slow motion, sci fi music, 

lighting dim ensemble move 
planet props lit up to give a 

feeling of a journey. 

Moving into clouds: 
Sfx of rain in the clouds, 

light = warm wash. 
Ensemble carry clouds 

and then puppeteer 
birds with flapping wing 

sound effects

Spotting Neverland: 
Lighting is blue wash 

with red = danger. 
Music builds and 

becomes intense = 
panick

Falling into Neverland: Cannon 
hits them, lights flash ( strobe 

effect) See silhouettes of 
scaffolding = threatening. voices 
are echoed = panick. Landing = 

silence, then runway lights in 
rainbow colors voice over 

‘welcome to Neverland’ like 
landing in an airoplane. 
Atmosphere changes.  

Flying out the 
window. Ensemble 
create roof tops and 
wind with corregated
metal sheets. Lighting 
blue. Wind SFX 



Voice gesture./ 
movement 

Interaction 
with other 

actors

Live theatre question
For any answer you need: 
* An introduction 
* 3 detailed examples from 3 
moments in the play
* A conclusion using the 
wording of the quetsion

Acting focused 
question

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS – LIVE THEATRE REVIEW SECTION B  
These are the main questions the exam could focus on. 

Lighting Sound/ 
music 

Special 
effects: 

flying/ bed 
moving/ 

pirate ship/ 
crocodile

Technical 

Importance 
of 

imagination
Motherhood Abandonment 

Directors artistic aim/ 
key themes



PRODUCTION ELEMENTS
A question could ask about production elements it is 
important you know what they are.

SPECIAL 
EFFECTS

(SFX)

SOUND

COSTUME

LIGHTING
SET

DESIGN 
ELEMENTS 

PHYSICAL 
SKILLS

PROXEMICS

VOCAL 
SKILLS

ACTING 
SKILLS

PERFORMANCE 
ELEMENTS

There are two categories 

SEMIOTICS
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State the name of the 
show by what theatre 
company and the date

you saw it. 
Give an overview about 
your feelings about the 

production overall 

Paragraph 1 – using word of 
the question choose a 
specific moment from the 
play to answer the question.
Describe the moment

Analyse the moment
Evaluate the impact it had in 
you as an audience member 

Repeat this process 
with 2 other relevant 
moments from the 
play. 

Write a conclusion
that summarises 
your overall thoughts 
and feelings using 
the wording of the 
question

Remember CUE. 
Circle command word, 
Underline key words, 
Extend words that have 
more than one meaning  

HOW TO APPROACH THE LIVE THEATRE QUESTION:



Lighting - Lighting must show:  Location/ 
Atmosphere/Mood/ Time /Symbolism

Backlight 
Where the actors are lit from the behind. Can be used to create shadows or obscure the 
audience’s view

Up-light 
Where the lighting is angled upwards to create tension or suspense. This can create large 
shadows behind them

Side light
Where a scene is lit from the side. Can indicate another location or give a feeling of mystery and 
distort a characters face 

Front lighting
Where the performers are lit from above, provides a clear and natural effect

Down lighting
Where the performers are lit from above and in the front
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Lighting continued 

Key Words

A plain sloth extending around and above the stage. 
Use it to project onto, to create shadows, to light in 
different colours and to create a sense of location or 
atmosphere

Cyclorama

An effect when the lights flash really quickly. Can be 
used to create panic scenes or scenes in slow motion. 

Strobe

When all of the lights on stage are turned off. This 
happens usually  to end a scene and allow time for a 
set change/ scene change. 

Blackout

A ‘smoke’ effect that helps creates and evoke certain 
moods and atmosphere. The Haze only works 
effectively with the lighting as the lights show it up.

Theatrical Haze 

A thin curtain that can either be lit from the front or
behind to make it transparent. Effective for dream 
like sequences. 

Gauze 

Describe the lighting using technical 
vocabulary

Analyse how it impacted the scene  
( developed mood/ atmosphere/ 
informed the audience of location)

Evaluate the impact it had on you 
as an audience member in that 
moment
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Key Words

Sound effects are the artificial reproduction of 
sounds that help to create realism on stage e.g the 
sound of a window smashing

Sound effects

A sound that a character can hear in the world of a 
play. For example when a character turns on the 
radio the voices or sounds from it are heard by the 
character and the audience

Diegetic sound

A sound that exists outside the world of the play. The 
audience can hear the sound but the character 
cannot e.g. narration or underscore. 

Non Diegetic Sound

Underscoring is the use of music underneath 
dialogue to help create an atmosphere or to convey a 
theme

Underscore 

This is when sound can be played from speakers at 
different sides of the stage at different volume levels.
E.g. This could create the feeling or being surrounded 

Panning 

Sound 

Describe the sound using technical vocabulary

Analyse how it impacted the scene  ( developed mood/ 
atmosphere/ informed the audience of location)

Evaluate the impact it had on you as an audience member in 
that moment

Remember silence is also a type of sound! Silence creates 
poignant moments/ tension/ moments of sadness


